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A letter from the Principal
We would like to welcome you to the fifth edition of the
Park Hall Chronicle. The hard work of this year’s Editorial
Team has resulted in a detailed and creative account of
the last term. The cover photographs show life beyond
Park Hall Academy, holding the Carling Cup at
Birmingham City Football Club and under the Eiffel Tower
on the recent educational visit to Paris. The articles in this
issue illustrate so well the wide range of opportunities
available to our students both out there in the wider
world and within the academy.
The students, staff and Park Hall community are
delighted to be able to share with you some wonderful
news related to the recent GCSE results. As well as being
the best results ever achieved at Park Hall, we have just
been informed that Park Hall Academy is one of the
top five specialist schools or academies in the
West Midlands with the greatest increase in the proportion of young people gaining five or more
GCSEs at grade A*-C including English and maths 2007-2010. We have a value-added score of 12 points or
more on 5 A*-C results based on Professor David Jesson’s methodology. This is fantastic news for the Academy,
especially when added to the 100% 5A*-Cs achieved by our students at GCSE in the Summer and the fact
that the Sixth form is in the top 5% of most improved Sixth Forms in the country for the second year
running. Well done to everyone at Park Hall Academy, you should be very proud of yourselves.
These outstanding results reflect the fact that we value individuality and set out to motivate each student to develop
and realise their potential and talents to the full. As individuals and as a community we strive for excellence in all we
do; in our work, in participating in extra curricular opportunities and in our relationships.
The Chronicle once again reflects the vibrancy of life at Park Hall Academy. It reflects beautifully the way in which
Park Hall Academy students are encouraged to look beyond them selves and to seek ways of helping and supporting
others within the academy community and in the wider world.
With kind regards
Tony Morrison (Principal)

Chronicle Editorial Team
For the fifth edition of the Park Hall
Academy Chronicle we would like to
thank Danielle McNicholas, Keeley
Brampton and Merisha O’Flaherty for
their role as Editors in Chief of the
Chronicle. We would like to thank The
Sixth Form editorial team for their hard
work and contributions which have
transformed the initial idea into reality.
The students are representatives from
the Government and Politics Advanced
Level group and were supported by a
number of other students from the group. The transferable skills that these
students have been able to draw upon have brought ‘The Chronicle’ to life.
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The Carling Cup Birmingham City
On Thursday 10th March 2011 a group of
Year 9 Citizenship students were lucky
enough to go on an educational visit to
Birmingham City Football Club. The visit
was the culmination of a ten week
programme of study focusing on
developing an understanding of
Citizenship and Economic Awareness. The
programme is facilitated by Birmingham
City Football Club who are working in
partnership with Park Hall Academy. All of the young people have completed an AQA qualification to add to their growing portfolio
of awards. While we were at the ground photographs were being taken of the Carling Cup which Birmingham City recently won at
Wembley Stadium. The students asked if they could have a look at the cup and were rewarded with being given the cup to hold.
The photographs say it all and the phone calls to their fathers and grandfathers on the journey home brought tears to our eyes.
The word ‘Magical’ springs to mind!

French Trip
In February a group of Park Hall Academy students visited Paris on an educational and cultural trip. They developed
language skills through a range of activities such as the visit to a French market, where each student had to
purchase a range of items in French, as part of a team challenge. Students also had the opportunity to experience
Paris and the surrounding areas. As Lyralyn Ramos explains:
“We travelled to France on a twelve hour journey,
including a ferry. But the long wait was well worth it,
to see the beautiful city of Paris was truly rewarding.
We visited the famous Eiffel Tower and saw the
phenomenal view from the top. We then went to
Champs Elysee and along the way saw the Arc De
Triomphe. We strolled around Paris and have gotten
to know the city deeper. On our second day we
visited Disney Land! We met iconic figures such as
Buzz Light-year, Mickey Mouse and the characters of
the Lion King. The whole experience was enjoyable
and unforgettable. S’adore Paris!”
Park Hall Academy’s Magazine
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Presentation Evening
With special guest Cyrille Regis, MBE
We had a superb Celebration Evening on Thursday 16th December. It was really good to see so
many of last year’s Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 students celebrating their successes in the 2010
examinations – they were the best that have ever been achieved at Park Hall Academy and so
deserved celebrating in some style.
Students and guests were welcomed into the Academy and were treated to a number of
outstanding musical and arts performances during the evening. The students were presented with
their prizes by the football legend Cyrille Regis who delivered a thought provoking and poignant
speech with some interesting pointers for our students – this was extremely useful advice from
someone who has done so well in life. It would be fair to say that you could have heard a pin drop
during the speech, it was superb! The Chair of Governors, Mr Derek Smart and The Principal, Mr
Tony Morrison, also spoke passionately about the Academy.
It was a thoroughly good night and we would like to extend our thanks to all involved, especially to
Mr Regis for his speech, our honoured guests for their support and the staff and students for their
support on the night as well as all the hard work that made these successes possible!
Governor’s award for service to Park Hall: James Hay: Castle Bromwich Parish Council award for
Services to the Community, Catherine Drew, Andrew Stevenson Memorial Trophy: Joshua
Crawley and The George Waite memorial prize for music: Gemma Jones.
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Community News
Christmas Party for Jubilee Gardens
Everyone was really looking forward to the Christmas Party on Tuesday 2nd December and could not wait to meet our visitors
from Jubilee Gardens. A lot of planning had gone into the event. Sixth Form students helped to plan the event and made
Christmas cards for our visitors, The Year 10 Health and Social Care students prepared the tables and Christmas decorations
and also made cards for our visitors. The Sixth Form Government & Politics students wrapped the presents, collected flowers
and put up the decorations and the Performing Arts students prepared carols and a performance from the first two scenes of
Narnia to entertain our special visitors. The catering staff did us proud by putting on a lovely spread that was enjoyed by all.
Our very special guests arrived early on Tuesday afternoon and were greeted by staff and Sixth Form students. It was a real
treat to see our young men and women take the arm of each visitor and escort them to the Party. Everyone was really excited
and thoroughly enjoyed looking after their guest for the afternoon!
Once everyone was settled our guests from Jubilee Gardens were served by their own personal attendant (Sixth Form
students). The boys and girls carried plates of food and then sat down to chat to their guests. Our guests and students
learned a lot about each others lives and really got to know each other well.

Sixth Form Fire Fighters
We were absolutely delighted to welcome John Delaney a Fire Fighter from Sheldon Fire Station to the Sixth Form Assembly. John
delivered an informative presentation on fire prevention and explained that everyone can have smoke detectors fitted free of
charge by the Fire Service.
John also came to present members of The Public Services group with
Young Fire Fighters certificates and The British Heart Foundations First Aid
qualification. The Sixth Form students had attended Sheldon Fire Station
one evening per week for a six week course and every student had
achieved both certificates. The course has enabled our Sixth Form
students to gain useful Health & Safety training, First Aid Awareness and
take part in physical activities. We would like to take the opportunity to
thank Sheldon Fire Service for enabling our students to benefit from such
a wonderful opportunity. They have really gone the extra mile and Park
Hall students and staff would like to formally say, ‘Thank You’.
Park Hall Academy’s Magazine
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Charity News
Fashion show for Children’s Heart Appeal
The Fashion Show is the brain-child of the Year 12 BTEC Award in Creative Media Production students.
They are working on a unit of work which requires them to create a documentary and they decided
they would like to make a documentary about the process of organising a fashion show and fayre and
to fundraise for Birmingham Children's Hospital. They hope to raise money for the Children's Heart
Appeal which is raising funds to build a new theatre for children with the aim of reducing the process
of multiple heart operations into one procedure.
The Fashion Show and Fayre is going to take place on the evening of the 30th March. There will be a
Prom theme and all sixth form, Year 11 and their parents/carers are invited to attend. We will have
stalls from local businesses with an array of prom-inspired goods! Lots of students are volunteering to
help out. Please support a great cause. Tickets will be on sale mid-March!

Children in Need

Park Hall Academy Sixth Form students raised over £200 for charity by taking part in a ‘Jocks vs Nerds’ day. Students paid £1
each to dress up as either jocks or nerds for the day with most 6th formers opting to celebrate their ‘inner nerd’.
Year 12 BTEC Early Years students contributed £60 of the money raised by organising a cake sale – with all cakes being sold
within 5 minutes of them going on sale in the school reception. Director of Sixth from Mr Cornell said “Park Hall Sixth Formers
never need to be asked twice to dress up for the day – I was really pleased to see so many students entering into the spirit
and raising money for such a worthwhile cause.”

Environmental Champions
Year 12 students took part in an Environmental Champions Project on Monday 7th March in conjunction with Solihul Environment Department. This involved clearing graffiti off the sub station near the school grounds using gloves and graffiti wipes.
Students had the chance to meet Pauline Allen, Chair of Castle Bromwich Parish Council, and Ted Richards Solihull Councillor
for the Castle Bromwich Ward, whilst taking part in this activity.
Environmental Champions—congratulations to all the Year 12 students that were involved with the project. They really are
making a difference and have volunteered to maintain this programme over the coming months.
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Academy News
English Year 7 Spelling Bee
The Times Spelling Bee
Once again we are taking four year seven students to take part in the National spelling competition on
Thursday 24th March. Give them lots of encouragement and keep on spelling!
Times Spelling Bee – use The Times web site to access lots of spelling games.

English Students Experience University Life
On Wednesday 19th January 2011 Year 12 students attended a G&T/Aim Higher
event at Birmingham University. They were accompanied by Mrs Wilkes and Mr
Roper.
The students were given the opportunity to attend a University lecture on creative
writing, where they showed off their skills and were taught by an experienced
writer. Our students really impressed the lecturer, who commented on their
confidence and participation throughout the session. They were then given the
opportunity to develop research skills by going to the University Library and
gathering information from a range of sources, looking in particular at critical
theorists and literary publications.

Maths AS
On Wednesday 9th February a small group of students attended a Further Mathematics Conference at
Solihull Sixth Form College. The prospective ’A’ Level students participated in an afternoon of mathematical
activities from the Further Mathematics A Level syllabus.
The afternoon started with an inspirational introduction on the Mathematics of Juggling. Colin Wright from
Australia entertained and baffled the audience with the applications of the Mathematics behind juggling to
Ship Traffic control. We hope to invite Colin to Park Hall Academy this summer to teach our students how
to juggle and inspire us with his Mathematical genius. Our students also experienced a snapshot of Game
theory and the Mathematics behind projectile motion.
The day was an enjoyable event, we look forward to Colin coming to Park Hall.

Gifted and Talented Students in Mathematics
Congratulations to four of our Gifted and Talent students in Mathematics who achieved the following awards in the UKMT Maths
Challenge: Gold Award - DALE BRADLEY. Bronze Award - JACK HOGAN,KIERAN CRONIN, JAMIE CALDICOTT, GRACE JOHNSON.
Thousands of 15-18 year old students across Britain took part in the competition with only 6% gaining Gold, 13% getting Silver
and 21% getting Bronze.

Malvern Flower Show
Park Hall Academy is being sponsored by BAM to enter the School Garden
Competition at the prestigious Malvern Flower Show in May this year. The theme
of this year's competition is 'The International Year of Chemistry', and the garden
is being designed by a team of Year 10 Construction students and Year 8
Science students. The show garden will be built and planted on site by the
students themselves with support from BAM. Currently there is a lot of design
work, technical drawing and planning to be done. Year 8 students have already
planted 120 Sunflower seeds that will be grown on for the Show. More seeds will
be planted as soon as possible, but meanwhile, if anyone has any spare plants
pots, cuttings, plants, spring colour, interesting building materials, spare water
features, please contact Mrs Brayshaw or Mrs Williams.
Park Hall Academy’s Magazine
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Academic News
SEN
Our intervention groups consisted of a maths group, literacy group and motor skills. Together we worked along the theme
with the school of Narnia. We produced booklets and masks including the 3D gift tag to decorate our wall. All our literacy
work was combined with Horrid Henry and a Christmas story. All the pupils were keen to contribute to the feature including
three power points. Two of war during WW2 and one PowerPoint on the history of Santa Claus. We all had a fantastic time.

World of Food Week
During the week commencing the 7th March, the canteen was
transformed each day, into different countries from around the
world. Each day students experienced a variety of food from
different countries such as, European, Indian, South American,
South Asia and Africa. The pupils thought that this was a great
week as they had the chance the taste different food from
different cultures. What a positive experience for everyone
involved.

Snow Dome
We are always looking for new and meaningful methods to reward
pupil achievement at Park Hall Academy. Therefore pupils with
100% attendance and excellent behaviour records in the Autumn
term were rewarded with a trip to the Tamworth Snow Dome on
Friday 28th January. In total 16 students enjoyed the day out as a
reward for all of their hard work.
Sophie West (B5) in year 7 had this to say about her day out.
“The Snow Dome was great, I enjoyed it very much, especially the
ice skating. We also had a Ski lesson. I thought that was very hard.
Some people were really good and some just crashed into people
(me). The skis were very heavy to take up the hill. The ice skating
was my favourite because we got to see teachers wobbling on the
ice and nearly falling over. We were there for over 3 hours! It was great fun, I really enjoyed it and I hope to do it again.”
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Academic News
Boxing Lessons with Wayne Elcock
Park Hall students ‘wowed’ an audience with their Boxing skills
this month. Cameron O’Flaherty, Ben Fincher and Jake Ramage
were invited to do a boxing demonstration at a conference in
Solihull. The Solihull Active Network Conference was run to
promote sport and physical activity across the borough of
Solihull. Attended by Youth Workers, Leisure Centre Workers,
Head teachers and other professionals from across the area,
the students were performing in front of quite a formidable
audience. However, they demonstrated their boxing skills with
confidence and style. The students have been attending Boxing
lessons with Wayne Elcock, at Park Hall and are now hoping to
take their training up to the next level.

Cycling Workshop at Park Hall Academy
At Park Hall Academy we are proud that many of
our students choose to wake up in the morning,
jump on bikes and come to school. So much so,
that we set up the school iCycle group in 2009.
Cycling is a cheap, green and healthy form of
transport, which is also enjoyable. But the roads
can be a dangerous place, even for the most
confident cyclist and it’s important that our
students are aware of how to conduct themselves
and have the confidence to ride on the road. In
order to give our students such skills and to encourage other’s to cycle Year 7 students were given the opportunity to take
part in a Bikeability course. Pupils completed the Solihull ‘Bikeability’ Course. ‘Bikeability’ is ‘cycling proficiency for the 21st
Century’ and is designed to give young people the knowledge, skills and confidence to ride on the road. Parkhall pupils
learnt many new cycling techniques - from correct road awareness and positioning, to understanding the Highway Code and
navigating complex road features, such as roundabouts and major junctions. But it wasn’t all intense road safety.

History
This term the year 7 History students have been learning about the Roman Empire. They have completed a unit of work looking
at life in the Roman Army and what is would have been like to be a Roman soldier. As part of this the students recreated Roman
military manoeuvres. The students were put into groups and had named ‘Centurions’. The centurion was in charge of the group
and in charge of making sure the group could perform the different Roman military tactics, these included the Tortoise, the
Wedge and the Orb. Two year 12 History students have been selected and successful in gaining a place on the Auschwitz Project
run by the Holocaust Educational Trust. The Lessons from the Auschwitz Project consists of two seminars, a one-day visit to
Poland and a Next Steps project through which students pass on the lessons they have learned. The two selected students will
also be working with 6th form students from Arden on the Project, thus providing a great opportunity for the Partnership.

Creative Geography
The year 9 geography students have studied plate tectonics and natural hazards during
the spring term. Several students have completed some excellent creative work on the
Kobe earthquake. Well done to Heather Green for her superb model of a volcano which is
an exceptional addition to a wide range of wonderful work.
Park Hall Academy’s Magazine
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Academy News
Solihull Sports Hall Athletics Champions
Well done to the 32 pupils from year 7 and 8 who took part in the Championships. The year 8 boys team were a creditable third
narrowly missing out on qualification to the next round. Best individual performances from Sam Job (Y7) and Ben Fincher
(Y8) Park Hall Academy provided all the sports leaders for the event who officiated all events so a big thank you to all of them.
Earlier that day Castle Bromwich Junior School won the Smiths Wood Partnership year 6 event and will represent the partnership
at the regional finals.

Immersion Days - Information Technology
Year 7 ICT Immersion Day A group of Year 7 students worked in small groups to
plan and create their own marketing campaign for the school production of Narnia.
Students spent the day learning how to use Moviemaker software and creating their
own adverts, flyers, PowerPoint and booklets. Competition Winner’s Visit to
Investment Bank in London A small group of students took part in a national ICT
competition in July and won the competition. As a result the students were invited to a
challenge day at UBS bank in London, where they took party in a range of activities
and had a tour of the trading floor. The students had the opportunity to work with ICT
experts from the bank and see what it is like to work in the ICT industry. The students
were also awarded the 2011 UBS competition trophy.

Public Services Army
On Tuesday 8th March year 11 and year 12 public services students went to an army careers fair in Stafford. Students were able
to walk round three exhibitions on combat, infantry and engineering. Students were able to explore the different jobs in the
British Army and their roles and responsibilities. Activities included paintballing, cooking and operating a digger and assault
courses. Students enjoyed the trip and came away surprised that there were so many different career path options in the
British Army.

Military Fitness Day
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Academy News
Warwick University Gifted and Talented Research Project
Year 7 Gifted and Talented students from
Park Hall Academy are currently taking
part in a research project, led by Warwick
University and in partnership with Arden
School. Students have spent a day at
Warwick University, with academic staff
and University students, where pupils have
learnt and practiced research skills. Back at
school, the students are undertaking a
research project. The pupils’ findings will
be presented at a conference held back at
the University.

Active Citizenship National Gifted & Talented Conference
Twelve Year 7 Gifted and Talented students from Park Hall Academy had the opportunity to attend the first Active Citizenship
National Conference at Millennium Point, Birmingham. The aim of the day was for students to explore key issues and challenges
facing citizens of cities around the world including Birmingham. The event helped our students develop an understanding of real
issues facing cities such as Birmingham. The students were welcomed to the sound of Dhol Drummers and listened to the
keynote presentation by Adrian Johnson, Birmingham Poet Laureate 2009-10. They had a choice of workshops ranging from
Youth Homelessness, Co-operatives and Fair Trade, New Arrivals, Young People and Enterprise, Volunteering and Making a
Difference in which Park Hall Academy students delivered a presentation on their work on the Sensory Garden at Castle Bromwich
Village Green.

Government and Politics
Year 13 students have started revising for their final examinations. The British Government and politics group are using a variety
of methods to ensure they fulfil their potential in their forthcoming examinations. Useful methods include the use of mind maps,
question and answer sessions, index cards, practice on past papers and identity posters for Global Politics as shown below. We
wish all of our students every success in May this year.
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Community News
Castle Bromwich Youth Parish Council
A number of Park Hall students represent Castle Bromwich on the Youth Parish Council. Over the past few weeks they have
attended Council Meetings, Working Parties, The Young Peoples Network Forum, Hall Garden Centre to research plants and
put up Bird boxes on the Village Green. Our students certainly do make a significant contribution to the local community.
The Council is now looking into a visit to The Houses of Parliament in the summer where they hope to meet their MP Caroline
Spelman and to observe Parliament in Action. Members of the Youth Parish Council are pictured below with Solihull
Councillor Ted Richards and Chair of Castle Bromwich Parish Council, Councillor Pauline Allen

University of The Third Age
During February Half The Castle Bromwich Group of the
U3As met at Arden Hall for their initial meeting. The
meeting was extremely well attended with over 75 local
people in attendance. Park Hall Academy is keen to
support and to be involved in this new Community
initiative which will help and improve the lives of older
inhabitants of Castle Bromwich.
Members of Castle
Bromwich Parish Council and the University of the Third
Age have since visited Park Hall Academy to discuss the
possibility of Computer Workshops, Musical Events and History Workshops. The idea of the new U3A organisation, based at
Arden Hall, will provide new opportunities for older people to enjoy getting together to share learning, leisure & recreation
in a constructive, relaxed and new way. The initial Public Meeting was a huge success and we would encourage you to
“get on the train” and get involved.

Academy Elections

On Friday 11th February 2011 Park Hall Academy students democratically voted for the Academy Councillors. The Academy
Elections took place in the main hall and students voted for individuals to represent their views on the Academy Council.
We feel very strongly about student voice at Park Hall Academy and about giving our pupils the opportunity to actively
shape their lives and be part of the decision making processes.
Park Hall Academy’s Magazine
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Performing Arts and Drama
Narnia - The School Musical 2010
On Monday 13th –Wednesday 15th December Park Hall Academy opened its theatre doors to this year’s school musical ‘Narnia’.
Actors, dancers, singers and musicians presented the story of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe through a realm of
magic, sparkle and wonder.
The musical was a big success and Park Hall Academy would like to thank everyone who took part in creating a wonderful
show!

Stage Make-up
Year 10 pupils studying for a BTEC First Diploma in Performing Arts have been learning about makeup for stage performers. Pupils have tried a range of different make-up styles from face paints and
cuts to fashion make-up.
Pupils have found the experience very enjoyable and at a recent Open Evening their friends were
queuing up to have their faces painted!

‘Our Country’s Good’ by T. Wertenbaker
Year 13 BTEC National Award in Performing Arts presented a performance of ‘Our Country’s Good’
by Timberlake Wertenbaker. Just before half term a year 13 Performing Arts class performed one
of their assessment pieces ‘Our Country’s Good’ by Timberlake Wertenbaker. Set in the 18th
Century it tells the story of the first wave of English convicts who were transported to Australia.
It tells the story of the relationships between the convicts and the officers, convicts and convicts
and officers and officers, with a backdrop of hangings, trials, love and the overall sense to belong
somewhere. The class performed to a very high standard and it even included a cameo by Miss
Orrow. The group had been working on the piece since September and their hard work paid off.
A very moving and thought provoking show. Well Done.

A/S Dance ‘You shall go to the ball’
On Wednesday 16th February the A/S Dance group were transported
back to the time of the Blitz as they watched Matthew Bourne’s
‘Cinderella’ at the Birmingham Hippodrome.
It was a successful visit where the students saw both amazing
choreography and spellbinding costumes and set and now have a firsthand experience of watching a piece they will be studying for their
final examination. As always the students were extremely grateful for
the opportunity and were a perfect example of good behaviour.
Park Hall Academy’s Magazine

16

Park Hall Academy

The Chronicle

Academy Updates
Academy Radio Made By Media Students
Academy Radio is going
strong with broadcasts
prepared, produced and
presented by students.
We are also lucky enough to
be in the process of
arranging the build of a
professional radio studio
which will have a huge impact on our broadcasts and will allow us to develop our broadcasting abilities with the hope of
stretching out into the community. We also hope it will have a big impact on speech, language and communication across
the academy giving students opportunity to develop their skills outside of broadcasting. Students are taking on a variety
of roles and responsibilities identical to those within the radio industry.
We now have our very own logo (created by Gary Spencer Y12) and a tagline 'Like no other' (created by our production
team) as well as professionally voiced voice-overs. Our shows are sounding more and more professional week on week.
With the launch of the school's interactive FROG website, we will soon be using this as a platform for the radio station,
allowing students to view mages and videos, select songs as well as become involved in our programmes both in and
outside of school.
Thanks for listening!

Games Club

Every Wednesday lunch time there is a games club in
room B11 with Mr Herron. The games have been
donated by members of staff or brought into school by
pupils who are keen on playing traditional board games.
Pupils who regularly attend find it a relaxing way to
spend their lunch time, but it also stimulates their
kinaesthetic or cognitive thinking in preparation for
lesson 5.

Park Hall Academy’s Magazine

17

Park Hall Academy

The Chronicle

Workshops and Immersion Days
Year 9 Drama
Year 9 Drama Performance and Workshop On Thursday 17th and Friday 18th February year 9 took part in a Theatre in
Education experience with Playhouse Theatre called ‘Tapestry’. For two hours each group of students witnessed an exciting
drama performance and active discussion based on the issues of racism and discrimination in today’s society. The response from
the students was outstanding and due to their willingness to be involved they were rewarded with a very meaningful message
and experience. Danielle asked ‘Can we see it again?’ and Darren said ‘That was much better than I thought it was going to be!’
and Samantha said ‘Can we do this every year? ‘

Dame Kelly Holmes Trust
On Wednesday 2nd February we welcomed a team of athletes from The Dame Kelly Holme
Trust who for one day worked with the whole of year 9 on their ASPIRING MINDS
programme. In carousel, the 4 groups of students rotated around a variety of practical
activities where they were challenged both physically, mentally and emotionally. By
pushing their own limitations they were taken along a journey to help them increase self
esteem, determination and aspiration. It was a fantastic day which was not only viewed
by the students as being brilliant but also by the athletes who said it was the best
organised and most positively received school they had worked in.

Interviews with employees
During February Park Hall Academy hosted 20 employers from the local community to take part in year 11 practice
interviews. This event was part of the Academies Applied Learning programme and was set up to enable pupils to obtain and
experience a number of work related skills. The pupils found it most informative as it developed their greater understanding
of the recruitment and selection process and gave them an employers perceptive as to the quality of their CVs and
Application forms. Here are a few of the employers that attended: Land Rover, RAF, Solihull MBC. Army, N.G Bailey , Access
to Music, Kingshurst Training, Curr Consultants, Hilton Group and Taylor Civil Engineering.

Immersion– Economic well-being
Year 8 students took part in an immersion day on money matters. In the first session students had to identify what their
dream lifestyle would be and display this as a poster to share with the group. In the second session students were looking
at budgeting and whether they could afford their dream lifestyle. Students had fun learning about budgeting and what they
could realistically afford with an income and how to look after their money for their future.

Arden Hairdressing Academy
Arden Hairdressing Academy, in partnership with Francesco Group, opened its doors in
November 2009. Francesco trained teachers have been teaching the Hairdressing - NVQ
Level 1 to Park Hall Academy students in Year 10 and Year 11 groups during this time. We
are delighted with the progress both year groups have made. Sarah Joesbury from Francesco
Group has taught the Year 10 and Year 11 learners. Sarah is delighted with the Y11 group
and says, “It is a pleasure to teach all the learners. This is an exciting time for the Year 11
group. Through their own hard work and commitment, the Year 11 group have excelled in
both theory and practical. They show a great passion for the subject and I’m sure they will
progress in hairdressing and make brilliant stylists in the future."
Park Hall Academy’s Magazine
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Working with our feeder schools
Year 5 Gothic Literature
In the Autumn term Mrs Wilkes delivered a set of lessons to St Mary and St
Margaret's Primary school based on Gothic Writing. The pupils had the
opportunity to experience Secondary-style teaching and lesson structures
and they were given a taste of what to expect when they make 'the big
move' up to Park Hall Academy!
These lessons covered vocabulary, images, how to build up tension and
how to read and respond to Gothic novels such as Mary Shelley's
Frankenstein and Bram Stoker's Dracula.
The year 5 pupils from Miss Stratford's class really enjoyed the sessions and
came up with some imaginative (and scary) Gothic stories - showcasing
everything that they had learnt about Gothic writing. The pupils behaved
impeccably and were a credit to the school - look out for Gothic writers of
the future!

Year 5 Citizenship Workshops
On Thursday 10th March Key Stage 4 Citizenship students had the opportunity to deliver workshops to Year 5 students at Castle
Bromwich Junior School. The aim of the day was to work in partnership with Castle Bromwich Junior School to develop the
children's awareness of diversity and to promote positive attitudes around the world. Park Hall Academy students delivered four
workshops on a carousal looking at Diversity through Foods of the World, Celebrating differences through Art, promoting
acceptance, promoting the value of individuals through team building activities and positive attitudes towards individuals through
a Circle Time activity. The children at Castle Bromwich Junior School said they had learned a lot about diversity throughout the
day and Park Hall Academy students developed in confidence in terms of their inter-personal, communication and questioning
skills.

Year 6 Gifted and Talented Mathematics
The Year 6 Gifted and Talented Mathematics Workshop at Park Hall Academy has gone from strength to strength. We were
thrilled to welcome students from Castle Bromwich Junior School to the February session. They joined children from St Mary and
St Margaret's CE Primary School, Smiths Wood Community Primary School and Water Orton Primary School. Mr Gilbride and
Mrs Orrow said that ‘The children are an absolute joy to teach and extremely well motivated.’ Mr Gilbride said that he thoroughly
enjoys these sessions and that the children are full of excited enthusiasm. The children come together at Park Hall Academy on
the first Monday of the month to develop their mathematics skills.
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Park Hall News
Park Hall Academy Council
At Park Hall Academy we feel very strongly about student voice and about giving our pupils the opportunity to actively shape
their lives and be part of the decision making processes.
The Academy Council is made up of 24 students who range from year 7 through to year 13. They have already been elected by
their tutor group as a House Council Rep and in January whole academy elections took place.
These elections were run on very democratic lines with each candidate putting forward their own manifesto. Every student in
the Academy was then called to the polling station in our main hall and had the opportunity to cast their vote for the person
they would like to represent them. This process resulted in each year group, each house and an equal mix of both male and
female students having a voice on the Academy Council.
Work began in earnest just before half – term when the councillors met for the first time. At this meeting there was a lot of
excitement , pleasure and genuine surprise at being elected to such a responsible position.
“I feel great knowing I have the chance to represent the students of my year….”
“I am delighted and quite shocked to be chosen for the Park Hall Academy Council”.
“I feel privileged that people think my opinions are valued”.
“I am feeling very happy about being elected because I think I will make a huge difference in Park Hall”.
These are a sample of the comments made by the new councillors at their first meeting and as you can see they are feeling very
positive about their new roles.
Early in March the Academy Councillors were really lucky to be part of a morning’s training specifically aimed at developing their
team work skills and understanding of how to run council meetings. Bev Petch and Yvonne Obaidy from Solihull’s PSD team
spent a morning with the council in an interactive learning session which helped to develop the confidence and understanding of
the students involved.
“I feel proud that I have been elected. I am excited and eager to make contributions and to help the school”.
This really sums up the response of the students to their responsibilities and sets the standard for the work they are embarking
on with giving our students a voice.
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