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• Park Hall Athletics students win the ‘Super Six North Solihull Athletics Championships’
• Park Hall Academy raise £4315.75 for Sport Relief
• Triple Science students attend the ‘Skirting Science’ Conference
• Park Hall Celebrates The Queens Jubilee
• Students sponsor five children at the Azad Choudhury Academy ,Bangladesh
• Students visit Auschwitz –Birkenau with the Holocaust Educational Trust
• Dr Patricia Fara, Senior Lecturer at Clare College, Cambridge delivers a workshop on ‘Women in Science’
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A letter from the Principal

Tony Morrison
Principal

Outstanding successes at Park Hall Academy
“The academy’s flexible Key Stage 4 curriculum pathways enable
all Year 11 students to secure at least five higher grade GCSEs or
equivalent qualifications, so that Key Stage 4 average points scores
significantly exceed the national average.” OFSTED May 2012
“Published data indicates that students make accelerated gains in
Key Stage 3…” OFSTED May 2012
Park Hall Academy
has
gone
from
strength to strength
in
many
ways
this year. For the
third year running
exam results have
improved, with the
class of 2010 – 2011
achieving our best
ever results in both
the Sixth Form and Year 11. Not only were these results
again the best in the Academy’s history, for the second
year running, every Year 11 student (yes 100%!) achieving
5 A* - C grades – making Park Hall one of the very small
number of schools in the country to achieve this. As well as
these outstanding successes in Year 11 and the sixth form,
we are also celebrating some amazing performances from
students across the rest of the Academy.
“A large majority of teaching is consistently good and
much is outstanding.” OFSTED May 2012
Students have made superb progress across all our
subject areas. All of our students have done exceptionally
well, but our early entry Year 9 students deserve special
mention with well over 40 students gaining their math’s
qualification two years ‘early’ – impressive to say the least!
“The academy’s highly flexible approach to
curriculum development, including the promotion of
a suitably wide range of extra-curricular activities and
enrichment opportunities, has contributed positively
to student engagement and raising standards.”
OFSTED May 2012
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We are tremendously proud of our students and celebrate
their academic and vocational performances as well as in
the many many other fields in which they have excelled
during the year. For example, within the Performing
Arts, one of our current Year 13 students has achieved
outstanding success as a dancer. She has performed
with the Birmingham Royal Ballet, at Coventry Belgrade
Theatre and has recently been offered an impressive
scholarship at Laine
Theatre Arts College.
Another
equally
exceptional student
recently competed in
the Latin American
World
Dance
Championships
in
Paris and qualified for
the semi-finals. In the
world of sport, a young

man in Year 13 has
reached an extremely
high standard of
golfing success which
places him almost at
professional level.
“The
quality
of
learning was good
or better in the
majority of lessons observed during the inspection,
including a significant number where students made
outstanding progress” OFSTED May 2012
An elite group of 6th form Mathematicians recently came
second in Warwick University’s Maths Challenge and a
very enthusiastic group of Year 10 students participated in
the ‘Further Mathematics Conference; Maths in Sport.’ The
students had a really enjoyable afternoon, with Gazal Raii
winning a prize for one of the best mathematical answers
of the day.
“They (the students) say that they
feel safe at school and are confident
that the academy will deal effectively
with any concerns that they might
raise. They say that adults are alert
to all forms of bullying and are swift
to address any incidents that occur.”
OFSTED May 2012
“Pastoral systems provide excellent
support and guidance for students
...” OFSTED May 2012
“Teachers have high expectations of students’
behaviour, and good relationships between adults and
students establish a positive climate for learning.”
OFSTED May 2012
These are just a few of the many achievements made
by Park Hall students during what has been a hugely
successful year. We would like to thank everyone who
made it possible – staff, parents/carers and Governors. To
our students, we want you to know how brilliantly you have
done and how proud we are of you. It just remains for me
to wish you all a very happy and relaxing summer holiday
and I trust that wherever you are you will experience some
sunshine.
With kind regards,
Tony Morrison (Principal)
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Park Hall Students break
their fundraising record
for Sport relief

In March this year (as reported in the last edition of
the Chronicle) we set ourselves the ambitious target
of collectively running 807 miles to raise money
for Sport relief. The distance (which is the distance
it would take to run around all of the premier
league grounds in the country from St James’ Park
in Newcastle to Carrow Road in Norwich) had to
be covered between 9.00 am and 3pm. A number
of sixth form students (including Jamie Ataria who
ran a marathon) ran throughout the day to support
younger students who were allocated only one hour
long period to complete as many half mile circuits of
the school grounds as possible. Each ‘House’ in the
Academy was given its own period to complete their
laps. As usual, this lead to some friendly competition
between the Houses to see who could raise the most
money (Bradford) and cover the most miles (Spitfire).

By the end of the day the 473 participating students
and teachers had covered an incredible 1318 miles
– beating their own 2010 Sport relief record of 908

miles.
Students
had two weeks to
gain
sponsorship
for the event. They
managed to raise an
amazing
£4315.75
for Sport relief. In
over 60 years of
fund raising this is
the most amount of
money that the school has ever raised from a single
event. One student, Daniel Savage (pictured in the
middle below) individually raised £105 with a further
6 students raising over £50 each.
The event was organised by students in the sixth
form including Gary Spencer who created a giant
database to allocate individual start times and record
students’ distances and sponsorship. Other students
acted as course marshals
and ran a refreshments
stand, whilst others ‘hole
punched’ runners cards in
order to track distances.
A massive WELL DONE
to everyone involved, we
are so proud of Park Hall
students contribution to
Sports Relief.
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Academic News
Maths Challenge
We are thrilled to be able to inform our reader that a significant number of our year
7 and 8 students took part in ‘The Junior Math’s Challenge’ which is aimed at the top
third of pupils in Year 8 or below in England and Wales. The Junior Maths Challenge
involves answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour and is sat in school
under normal exam conditions. The Challenge is externally marked by the United
Kingdom Math’s Team.
Questions from the Junior Challenge are written by the University of Manchester and
are designed to stretch gifted and talented young people and used as enrichment
material in the classroom across the ability range.The questions are lively, intriguing
and certainly stimulate the mathematical interest of large numbers of gifted and
talented young people.
Outstanding performances
The top 33% of students nationally receive a gold, silver or bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3
and each institution receives a Best in School certificate. We are delighted to be able to congratulate the
following Year 7 and 8 students for their outstanding achievements:-

GOLD
AWARD

GOLD
AWARD

SILVER
AWARD

BRONZE
AWARD

Year 8
Chad Parton               

Year 7
Thomas Anderton

Year 7
Niamh Strong     

SILVER
AWARD

Year 8
Olivia Waudshaw        
Poppy Gates                
Katie Payne

BRONZE
AWARD

Skirting Science Educational Visit
A group of Year 9 girls who are studying Triple Science attended an
organised function called Skirting Science at Light Hall Secondary School.
The event organised by Soroptomists International- Solihull branch invited
Year 9 girls from schools in the Solihull Borough to attend workshops run
by local industry, businesses, the NHS and Birmingham University. The
purpose of the day was to promote careers in Science to encourage girls
to study Sciences at GCSE, A- level and University.
The keynote speaker was Prof Averil McDonald who gave an excellent promotional
talk on the diverse range of careers open to young people with Science qualifications
and the range of skills needed for these careers. She
pointed out that people with other good qualifications
alongside the Sciences e.g. a language were in even
higher demand.
Most of the workshops were interactive and the Park Hall
girls had not realised the diversity of career opportunities
available with Science qualifications.
“I enjoyed the day because it helped me decide what I
would like to do in the future”
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Year 8
Danny Kettle
Brooke Cope
George Osman            
Joseph Jones
Saffron Norne
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Academic News
Year 7 Drama
Year 7 drama pupils have been busy sticking, cutting, colouring
and painting in a production arts project. The groups have been
designing and creating their own miniature sets and costumes for a
stage version of Tim Burton’s ‘Corpse Bride’. The aim of the project
was to allow pupils to use their artistic and creative skills to take
the story of a film and transfer it to the stage. It is important that
pupils get the opportunity to learn about all the different elements
of theatre. The groups have been really inventive and the final
outcome was fantastic, I think we have some future set designers
among us!

Humpty Dumpty
Members of the year 8 drama club performed The Terrible Fate of Humpty Dumpty
to family and friends in the last half term. Pupils have given up their own time to
rehearse the piece and really enjoyed the process. Lauren Fumagalli said, ‘It is great to
be able to do the rehearsals with my friends and show my parents what we have done.’
One of the audience members commented that the performance should be toured to
local primary schools to teach youngsters about bullyin g as it was better than some
professional Theatre in Education performances.

Dance
Year 13 Dance and Performing Arts students
had a crazily busy term 5 in which they created
and performed in a variety show. The night
was a fantastic fusion of dancing, acting and
singing in a variety of entertaining acts.  The girls
wowed parents, governors and teachers with
their phenomenal performing abilities.   In the same
evening A2 Dance students showcased their exam
work which included 5 original choreographies and a duet. The girls have
worked extremely hard all year and this was reflected in the quality of the production,
well done girls!

English - The Poetry Event
Members of year 7 entered a borough wide poetry
competition held by Lyndon Humanities College.
4 pupils were lucky enough to be shortlisted to
the final and invited to an evening poetry event
supported by Birmingham poet laureates – past and
present. It was a wonderful evening with two Park
Hall Academy pupils standing up and reading out
their award winning poems. Well done to everyone
who took part in the wonderful event!
My favourite lesson – by Eden Wood (year 7) My
favourite lesson is English because you use different
writing techniques and discover new ways of writing
every week (e.g. letters and stories). You can express
yourself through writing and be creative. My teacher
always encourages me to do my best.

Box Office Hits
Sixth Form Media students
visited the Electric Cinema in
Birmingham at the beginning of
May to see their own films shown
on the big screen. The students
spent the afternoon watching
each others’ film productions
and giving feedback. The show
reel included A Level work
which was shot in the style of
British Realism films; BTEC music Videos
and Promotional videos for a variety of
clients.    ‘It was exciting to see our work
on the screen of a Birmingham cinema.’ Ed
Robinson Year 13.
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Celebrating the Queens Jubilee

Jubilee Special

Diamond Jubilee
60 years ago, in 1952, Elizabeth
II became the queen regnant of
the UK and Commonwealth. Now,
60 years later, we celebrate her
many achievements at this time, the
Diamond Jubilee. Think of all she has
achieved and all that has happened
in the world since she began her
reign over England, all those years
ago. How Britain has changed, how
technology has advanced, how the
world has become a different place
in terms of culture, surroundings
and friendship. We put a man on the
moon; we’ve come leaps and bounds in science and medicine. And the
queen has been in the ruler of England the whole time. I’m sure you’ll
agree that this is truly an achievement to be celebrated, no?
Jubilee fever gripped Park Hall Academy on 1st of June and everyone
enjoyed every minute of it. Children were doing jubilee themed activities
all day and the teachers and students are all wearing red, white and blue
themed clothes.
Here’s what the teachers had to say about the day:
Mr Roper is having a nice British celebration and is going to Birmingham
to celebrate with his family in the town the day before the jubilee. He
planned lots of fun lessons for his classes like asking the year 10’s “if you
were the king/queen for a day, what would you change? Also, the year 7’s
enjoyed making British flags. He also believes that the Queen is a very
important person in the country and without her and her family, we would
be nothing. He will be singing along to the National Anthem ‘badly’ he is
very proud to be British.
Miss Millman was doing a jubilee themed quiz with a class of year sevens
and they absolutely loved it. The day before the celebrations, she will be
singing in the Hall gardens. She is very excited about the jubilee, but, like
Mr Roper, hasn’t decorated her house. She will be singing the National
Anthem, and is very proud to be British.
Miss Baker was doing a timeline with all of her classes on Friday themed
on all of the major events taking place during the queen’s reign the first
moon landing and the invention of “pong”. All of her classes were very
enthusiastic about it. She was celebrating the jubilee in different ways
on Saturday and went to her mom’s. She will be singing along
to the National Anthem and, like everybody else, she is very
proud to be British.
The Diamond Jubilee – by Jack Butler (year 7)
I thought the Jubilee was excellent because it was a
good celebration and it brought the whole country
closer together. It was also fun to watch on television!
I thought it was good because it made people happy
and joyous. Lots of people had barbeques and street
parties. Many streets were lined with bunting, flags
and other decorations.
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Celebrating the Queens Jubilee
in the Community
Castle Bromwich Youth Parish Council ‘Picnic in the Park’
A number of Park Hall Academy students are
members of Castle Bromwich Youth Council.
Over the Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend, Castle
Bromwich Youth Parish Council, which consists
of a number of Park Hall Academy students,
organised a ’Picnic in the Park’ to celebrate the
Queens Jubilee for 120 primary school children
and their families. The event was a huge success
and included a fancy dress competition, a poster
competition, activities from the Girl Guides
and numerous other organisations. Park Hall Early Years students organised and
delivered activities for 120 children which included making crowns and decorating
ginger bread men.
Lauren Phillips (year 13) said, “The ‘Picnic in the Park’ was a lovely way to celebrate
the Queen’s Jubilee Celebrations and everyone had a wonderful day. We really did
make a difference today and the community really appreciated our efforts. I am so
proud of all the young people involved.”
All of the young people involved received a lot of superb feedback from members
of our local community : Councillor Eric Knibb said ‘It is wonderful to see Park Hall
involved in so many community events, you really have made a huge commitment
to the community in recent years.’ Mrs Berol Bennett, previous Chair of Governors
at Park Hall and Solihull Councillor said, ‘It is so gratifying to see Park Hall students
making such as positive contribution to the community.’ Local parents commented
on how well the academy is doing, making references to the efforts of our students
and how they are making a real difference to the community. Finally, numerous local
residents took the time to thank our students for giving up their bank holiday to
make their children’s day so special. The Youth Parish Council and adults from the
adult Council were in attendance from 9am until 6pm setting up bunting, organising
stalls, monitoring the gate, speaking on the microphone and working with numerous
members of the community. The Queen’s Jubilee was certainly celebrated in Castle
Bromwich and we are proud of everyone involved. A huge THANK YOU to the Castle
Bromwich Youth Parish Council for organising such a wonderful event. Particular
thanks to Councillor Pauline Allen, Councillor Mark Hayes and Clerk to the Council
Cathy Tibbles for supporting members of the Youth Parish Council in making this
event such a success.

Special Jubilee Show
‘Would ‘Jubileeve’ the Queen has
been on the throne for 60 years.’

The Diamond Jubilee
by Tom Anderton (year 7)

On the Friday before half term we
celebrated the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee with a special radio
broadcast. We played The Queens
related songs, we re-lived 1952 all
over again and enjoyed hearing
clips from events during the
Queen’s reign.
The show prep was done by Year 7 and 8 history classes and the show
was hosted by 4 of our presenters: Tom Anderton, Jack Bagshgaw,
Mason Treen and James Hunt. Well done to everyone involved.

In Park Hall Academy we
went Jubilee mad! I, Mason,
James and Jack recorded an
Academy Radio show for the
event. I also decided to paint
a union flag on my face and
wear an England wig. I wasn’t
the only one, all the pupils and
staff joined in too!
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Sports relief: ‘The charity
Tony Morrison
￼￼￼
This is just a short note to say a huge
WELL DONE to the Sport Relief Team.
At the last count on Friday, Park Hall
had run over 1300 miles and so raised
over a staggering £4,315.75 for Sport
Relief’s causes! This is an amazing
feat and I hope everyone is proud of
what we have achieved. Huge thanks
to everyone involved in making it
possible – especially the Sixth Form …
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The Sixth Form organisers
of the event were first to
set off at 9.10. They spent
the rest of the day organising and supporting our
younger students as well
as providing refreshments
and recording the distances
covered and the money
raised.
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1318 miles
covered
between
9.10 am and
3.00pm
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event was a great success’

473

Part
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Students
were
encouraged to wear
their football team’s
strip so we could find out
which football team had the
fittest fans. For the second
Sport Relief running the
competition was won by
student supporters of
Aston Villa.

ipan
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‘Marathon
runner’ Jamie
Ataria is filmed
by BTEC Media
students for ‘Park
Hall News’.

Lots
of students
completed the
run in fancy dress
in order to raise
more money from
their sponsors.
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Student Voice at Park Hall Academy
Park Hall Whole Academy Council
Park Hall Academy Council has
continued to work hard this term to
represent students at the academy.
In May we were treated to a series of
assemblies by Monika Badman from
‘The Azad Choudhury Academy’ in
Bangladesh. As a result of hearing
about the work of the academy,
educating over 700 local children
the Academy Council has decided
to sponsor five children from years
7 to 11 at the Azad Choudhury
Academy. Many students from both
academy’s have also been writing to
one another to find out about their lives on the other side of the world.
The Academy Council is also working on producing a booklet for current Year 6 students aimed at helping
our future year 7 pupils to settle into Park Hall Academy as smoothly as possible. Students on the Academy
Council are voted onto the Academy Council by other students, this gives every member a sense of pride
and responsibility to represent everyone at Park Hall Academy.

Castle Bromwich Youth
Parish Council
Park Hall students have continued to play a major part
on Castle Bromwich Youth Parish Council. Students are
selected from the Academy Council to represent the
Academy at The Youth Parish Council representing
both the Academy and the local community. It is a
real honour to serve the community in this way and
our students have been involved in numerous projects
over the past year ranging from the Sensory Garden,
putting up bird boxes, deciding on new play equipment
for Arden Park, discussing the possibility of a trim
track,, meeting a wide range of representatives from
the community, planning the ‘Picnic in the Park’ and
attending civic events such as the Parish Council Civic
Service which was also attended by local Councillors
such as Mike Robinson, a Park Hall Governor and the
Lord Mayor of Solihull Ken Hawkins.

The Bishops Youth
Council
Julie, a Park Hall student represents the Parish of
Castle Bromwich on The Bishops Council. This
involves attending regular meetings to discuss
contemporary issues and gives like minded
young people a chance to voice their opinions
and also an opportunity to change and improve
the things they are concerned about. . There
are 11 members
on The Bishops
Youth Council. Julie
Grunnill said that
she ‘is delighted
to have
such a
prominent role in
the local community.

West Midlands Police Student Forum for Northern Schools
Park Hall Citizenship students have been working on planning, producing and
evaluating a ‘Stop and Search’ booklet for the West Midlands Police Youth Forum. They
presented this to the Forum at the last meeting. The purpose of the leaflet is to raise
awareness and inform young people of the value of Stop and Search procedures in
protecting our community and making our neighbourhood a safer place to live in.
It is intended to distribute the booklet across Solihull Schools. Park Hall Academy is
hosting the next meeting and the Forum is now looking at the production of a series of
leaflets and information for young people across the partnership schools.

10

The Chronicle | Park Hall Academy

Academy News
Solihull Youth Council
Five Park Hall Academy students are members of Solihull Youth Council.
They attend weekly meetings at Solihull Youth Workshop representing
the views of Park Hall Students. The five students are pictured with
Rosalind Glover, the Youth Council Development and Publicity and
Promotions Youth Worker. During the summer term the students have
taken part in a range of events representing young peoples views,
they have spoken to members of the Transport and Education Scrutiny
Group for Solihull, visited the Mayor of Solihull at the Council House,
worked with West Midlands Police Service and consulted with senior
members of the community .We are also extremely pleased to announce
that Julia Grunnill a Park Hall student has been nominated as a ‘Young
Representative’ and following a successful interview will representative
the Youth Council bi-monthly, at discussions with leading Police Officers
in the West Midlands. Julie was nominated by Rosalind Glover who said,
“ We think she would be ideal for this position and she is really keen
to get involved and act as a link between the Youth Council and the
group.“ Praise indeed, well done Julie and everyone else on Solihull
Youth Council.

United Kingdom Youth Parliament
James Hunt MYP has been extremely busy representing your views since
his election to the United Kingdom Youth Parliament in February 2012.
James regular attends Solihull Youth Council meetings and has been
invited to meet the Mayor of Solihull at the Council House. He also sits on
the Education Scrutiny Board each month and has attended a residential
course with Solihull Council. At the end of the Summer Term James will
attend the United Kingdom Annual Sitting at Nottingham University
which is Chaired by the Speaker of the House of Commons John Bercow
. The Annual Sitting is a forum to discuss policy and important issues
affecting young people in the United Kingdom today and gives James the
opportunity to work alongside able young people to plan for the future.

REACT Anti-Bullying Youth Forum
At Park Hall Academy we take the issue of bullying
extremely seriously and a number of students
undertake training in order to help their peers if
bullying occurs. A group of ten young people from
Park Hall Academy enjoyed a well-deserved treat
after completing REACT, a 10-week, anti-bullying
course. REACT is an accredited course which is
run by local Youth Workers, and teaches students
ways in which to combat bullying in school. After receiving a certificate for all of
their hard work, they were taken on a well-earned trip to Lazer Quest and Bowling at
the start of the Summer term.
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Sports News
Castle Bromwich students visit Park Hall Academy
From the 24th - 28th May, Castle Bromwich Junior School held their annual Sports and Fitness week. During
this week each of their students learn and take part in a variety of activities at different venues . Each and
every student in years 4, 5 and 6 had the opportunity to visit Park Hall Academy and take part in Badminton
and Table Tennis sessions organised by Mr. Crotty. For many it was their first experience of either sport, but
nevertheless the enthusiasm and willingness to learn from all students was exceptional. Many thanks to all
staff and students from Castle Bromwich Juniors for visiting us and having such a great time.
The future – by Violet Barnett (year 7)
When I leave Park Hall Academy I want to be a champion show jumper. I ride all the time and have my own
horse. Park Hall can help me on my way be giving me the courage to succeed and be the best I possibly
could. Thank you Park Hall Academy for helping me to be strong! I hope I will achieve my goal but Park Hall
has showed me that I need to believe in myself.

Boxing Awards for Park Hall students
Fincher of Park Hall Academy collected his Young Male member under 14’s EPIC Award following being
nominated for his enthusiasm, commitment and continuous development since participating in the
Neighbourhood Sports programme. Ben starting attending boxing sessions at North Solihull Sports Centre
and Tudor Grange Leisure Centre, whilst also completing his Sports Leaders Award Level 1 and volunteering
at Park Hall boxing sessions after school. An independent judging panel o believed that Ben’s commitment
to the Neighbourhood Sports programme was worthy of winning the EPIC Young male of the year under 14’s
category.
Lee Coleman a former pupil of Park Hall Academy was also congratulated during the evening on his
commitment to volunteering for the Neighbourhood Sports programme but missed out on receiving the
award for Volunteer of the year. However the panel thought he also should receive applause for his hard work
and commitment. Well done lads on your continual hard work and commitment to the Neighbourhood Sports
programme.

Super Six North Solihull Champions
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Park Hall Academy went to Norman Green Athletics track on Tuesday 12th June
to compete in the Regional Championships. We are delighted to be able to
confirm that all our athletes performed to an extremely high standard which
resulted in Park Hall Academy students becoming the ’Super 6 North Solihull
Champions’ in both the boys and the girls championships. Park Hall Academy
achieved 489 points, Grace 419, Kindshurst 406, John Henry Newman 405 and
Smiths Wood 329 points, giving Park Hall Academy students a convincing lead
to win the championships.
The athletes were: Kane Wilson, Harry Wragg, Kamran Thompson, Joe Evans,
Ryan Grealish and Kyle Webley. Both teams will now represent Solihull at the
Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Championships at Warwick University.
Well done to the students, we are really proud of all our athletes.
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Academy News
House News

The Year 11 Prom was a huge success! It was held at the spectacular Forest of Arden Hotel on Friday 11th
May 2012 and the turn out was fantastic. Year 11 met at the school and then boarded coaches to get to the
venue. On arrival they were greeted by staff, enjoyed a special drink provided by the hotel and then danced
the night away! There were also the Prom Awards, presented by Miss Claff and Mr Cox and given out by the
Prom Committee. Awards ranged from Best Dressed Male and Female to Teachers Pet and Most likely to be
famous. It was an memorable and emotional night for the Year 11’s and was enjoyed by all. Farewell and good
luck to the Year 11’s, a big thank you to the staff that attended and to the Head of
House team for their hard work in organising the prom.
Say what you see! Our survey says...! Its good but its not right! The second Celebration
Assembly of the year was the ultimate challenge - the Game Show Celebration
Assembly! Each house took part in rounds that included Catch Phrase, Blankety
Blank, Family Fortunes and Red or Black. In the first Assembly it was Arden versus
Jaguar and after a long, hard fought battle it was Jaguar that were victorious! In the
second assembly, Bradford and Spitfire were battling to get points and in the end it
was a draw. Well done and a big thank you to all the staff and students that took part.
Look out for info on the third and final assembly over this half term. Its the big finale
to the academic year that will decide who lifts the House Trophy!
A special mention from Mrs Sheldrick and Mrs O’Neill for Kayleigh Hasan in Spitfire. The Year 8 student has
conducted her own research and found out about a girl in America, who donated her hair for people who
have cancer. She has had her hair cut (30cm off) to do the same thing and raised an amazing £300! Well done
Kayleigh!
Well done to A5, B2, J5 and A10 for excellent
attendance and punctuality so far this year!

History visit to Auschwitz –Birkenau
Each year the Holocaust Educational Trust offers sixth formers from across the country the chance to take part in a
‘Lessons from Auschwitz Project’. Through this the students and their teachers take part in seminars and a day visit to
the former Nazi concentration and extermination camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau in Poland.
This year Abi Poultney and Hannah Cusack in year 13 represented Park Hall in the project. The first afternoon seminar
was designed to prepare students for the visit two weeks later. At this seminar we had the opportunity to hear a Holocaust
survivor talk about her experiences in Poland before the Second World War and after. She spoke about her time in a
ghetto before moving to Auschwitz-Birkenau. Hearing a devastating story like this first hand was incredibly emotional
and made the visit to the camp even more poignant. After an early morning flight to Krakow in Poland, we began our
visit at a Jewish cemetery in the town of Oswiecim to develop an understanding of Jewish culture within Poland before
the war. We then made our way to the former army barracks which were turned into
Auschwitz 1 concentration camp. Here we had a guided tour through the camp which
included prison cells and a gas chamber. Our final visit was to Birkenau (Auschwitz 2)
extermination camp. Whilst walking around the guide gave students the opportunity
to read poems and accounts which enabled us to empathise with those imprisoned
there. After seeing the remains of the crematoriums a service was conducted by a
local Rabi at the memorial which provided time for reflection and remembrance. It
was a long and emotional day but both Abi and Hannah have said how they found it
incredibly valuable and important in their continuing historical studies.
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Work related curriculum
BTEC Sport University College Birmingham

Employability skills training

As part of Park Hall Academy’s work related
programme a number of Btec sport students had
the opportunity to visit the University College
Birmingham. At the University the students spent
a day learning about the different Jobs and career
paths within the sports industry. The sessions
included Sports Therapy, Sports management
and Sports Coaching. Alex Pavey said “ It gave
me an insight into the practical aspects of Btec
Sport, I didn’t think University would be an option
for me however having seen the theory put into
practice its definitely something I will do.”

Young fire fighters course May 2012
Sheldon Fire Fighters have once again been
able to offer a number of Park Hall Academy
year 9 students the opportunity to take part
in The West Midlands Young Fire Fighters
course. Jake , Thomas, Emma, Dominic, Luke,
Charlie, Megan and Zoe have been selected to
attend the course for the next fourteen weeks
and as the pictures below show they have
already been kitted out in their Fire Fighters
uniform and have taken part in a wide range
of activities and visits. The course will enable
Park Hall Academy students to gain useful
Health & Safety Training, First Aid Awareness
training and to take part in a wide range of
physical activities. They will also complete the
British Heart Foundation First Aid qualification,
The West Midlands Young Fire Fighters Award
and an accredited AQA Young Fire Fighters
qualification.
The Young Fire Fighters course is aimed at
gifted and talented students who have show
a particular aptitude both in the classroom and on the sports field
and competition for places is very fierce. Our young Fire Fighters
will also be visiting Birmingham Airport Fire Station, Fire Control and
the National Centre for Fire Fighters and the Technical Rescue Unit at
Bickenhill. They will have a passing out parade at the end of the Summer
holidays where proud parents and staff will be able to celebrate their
achievements. We would like to take the opportunity to thank Sheldon
Fire Station for enabling our students to benefit from such a wonderful
opportunity. They have gone the extra mile and Park Hall Academy
would like to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone involved.

‘A’ Level Business Studies
students visit the Toyota Factory

As part of the ‘A’ Level Business Studies course students
study a pre released case study. This years case study was
based on Toyota. We therefore organised a trip to the Toyota
factory in Derby for our year 13 students and Gifted and
Talented GCSE students. The students took part in a tour
of the factory and a presentation from a Toyota "member"
which is what they call their employees. Students also
took part in activities
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Since November our year 13 students
have been following a
24 week
‘employability programme’ with a
company called ‘Inspire Futures’. All of
our year 13 students have now achieved
an accredited NCFE employability
skills qualification, which reflects their
improved ability to identify relevant
training and employment opportunities
and to successfully apply for them. Our
aim has been to further improve students’
ability to access apprenticeships and
employment opportunities. As a result
11 students in the current year 13 have
already secured places on apprenticeship
schemes for next year with many more
currently going through the application
and interview process. If you would like
to find out more regarding opportunities
for young people in higher education,
training or employment – or simply access
ideas for future careers please make use
of the following selection of web sites we
recommend to parents of sixth formers.

My favourite lesson
My favourite lesson is Business Studies.
All the work is based on common
knowledge and it is a great subject to
get a GCSE in. It is my favourite subject
because it will help me get a the job I
want in the future.
– by Curtis Coulson (year 10)
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Park Hall Academy Sixth Form
Y13 Leavers wave farewell after 7 years at Park Hall
Friday 1st June 2012 was a day of mixed
emotions for our year 13 leavers as they finally
bade farewell after 7 years of education at
Park Hall. Although many students still have
a number of crucial exams to complete - this
marked the end of their ‘timetabled’ education
and represented a ‘handing over of the reigns’
as students take on the personal responsibility
for revision and exam preparation.
Students were treated to a nostalgic review
of their time at Park Hall (thanks to photos
contributed from a number of departments
including Performing Arts and PE) and (thanks
to some creative photoshop work from one of
our IT Technicians Robert Edge) an interesting
glimpse of what the future might hold in store
for them.

As is now tradition, students gathered together for their leavers photo on the sixth form
terrace before departing to get ready for their leavers prom at the Grimstock Hotel,
Cole shill. Students and staff enjoyed a wonderful evening – celebrating what has been a
wonderful group of students and a fantastic two years in the sixth form. Director of Sixth
Form, Mr Cornell said “…this has been a really exceptional group of students. Not only
are they able and motivated – they are tremendous fun to teach and we will miss them
terribly. I have no doubt at all that their futures are bright and I look forward to hearing
all about the next chapters in their lives.”

Cambridge University
visit Park Hall
Park Hall Academy’s links with Cambridge University
enabled guest speaker Dr Patricia Fara, Senior Lecturer
at Clare College, Cambridge to deliver a thought
provoking and interesting presentation on the theme
‘Women in Science’ . The presentation coincided with
‘International Women’s Day’ and looked historically
at the role of women in science through the ages. The
lecture was aimed at Gifted and talented Science and
History students from Arden and Park Hall Academy who
came together to listen to the enlightening presentation.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the lecture and asked
numerous questions, which received thought provoking
replies triggering intellectual discussion. Many
students remained behind at the end of the session to
ask additional questions which was excellent.

Park Hall & Arden students with Mr Morrison,
Dr Fara and Mr Murphy (Arden Principal)

Aston University
Our year 12 students
are now preparing to
apply for university and
had the opportunity to
visit Aston University
in preparation for
this
process. Park
Hall Academy students were given a welcome and
introductory session by university staff, followed by a
campus tour, including viewing accommodation and then
had a extended session in the Lecture Theatre on the
UCAS application process. This was a really useful session
giving our students the opportunity to find out exactly what
Universities look for when students apply to a university.
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Park Hall News
The Malvern Spring Garden Show
Park Hall Academy once again entered a show garden in the
prestigious Malvern Spring Garden Show, deciding to compete
within the schools section of the show sponsored by BAM. The
idea of the show is to design and build a garden in an area of 6
meters by 4 meters and to a certain theme. This year’s theme for the
show was sustainability. The process started with the design of the
garden thinking about the materials needed to make the garden
sustainable. Once a decision had been made on the materials the
design of the garden layout could start. We decided to split our
garden in two, with one side trepresenting a flood and the other a
desert.
Preparations for the garden started on Tuesday 1st May, where
we took eight Construction pupils along with us to endure the wet
boggy conditions that faced us. Park Hall students worked tirelessly
throughout the day, lugging barrow full of soil into the area to build
it up to the required level. By the end of day 1 the garden layout
was starting to emerge with the path in place and the soil level up
to the required level. Day 2 saw the construction of the glass bottle
stepping stones and the plastic bottle wall elements of the garden
began to come together.
Day 3 The biggest project of the day was the construction of the
wooden shack, which was to sit on the drought side of the garden
to represent a shack, lived in by those in third world countries. With
lots of touching up to do on the garden and the plants still to go in
the final day before judgement day was going to be a tough one.
Construction students worked alongside the year 8 Horticulture
pupils. Everyone worked hard all day long painting, planting and
applying the final touches to the shack and the plastic bottle wall,
along with applying the top layer to the pathway to finish it off.
Judging finally took place, with some of the year 8 Horticulture
pupils in attendance to speak to the judges about the garden. Our
students did fantastically well achieving a commendation, which
was a great achievement.
Special thanks must go to Mr Ridewood for his hours of guidance
and hard work that he put in to the garden throughout the build-up
period and the show days, Miss Kullar for all of the planting on the
garden, the year 9/10 Construction students, during the build-up
of the show, the year 8 Horticulture students, for the planting and
manning the show during the show days and finally Mr Bristow
for the design and organisation of this year’s garden entry to the
Malvern Spring Garden Show.
For the ninth edition of the Park Hall Academy Chronicle we would
like to thank Louise Hollingsworth, Sydnaie Osborne, Vincent Mach
and Joshua Wall for their work and contributions to the Chronicle.
The students are representatives from the Government & Politics AS
Level group .

PARK HALL ACADEMY
‘The Chronicle’ is published every term by the school.
For further information, please contact Dr.Browne at:
Water Orton Road, Castle Bromwich, Birmingham, B36 9HF
Telephone: 0121 748 0400 Fax: 0121 748 0438
Internet:http://www.parkhallschool.org.uk/

Design & Printed by
www.ramji-print.com

