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A letter from the Principal

Tony Morrison
Principal

Park Hall Academy Named in Top 20% of
Schools and Academies
It gives us great
pleasure
to
be
able to share some
wonderful
news
with you. We have
just
received
a
letter from the Sue
Williamson,
Chief
Executive of the
Specialist
Schools
and Academies Trust
(the SSAT) to congratulate Park Hall Academy on its excellent
GCSE examination results and naming us as one of the top
20% of schools in England for the progress made by its pupils
between their Key Stage 2 results at primary school and their
GCSE results at age 16.
Sue Williamson, SSAT’s Chief Executive, said:
“Park Hall Academy should be congratulated for their stunning
performance in adding value to their students’ achievements.”
“Park Hall Academy is one of the best schools in the country in
outperforming expectations for their pupils and improving their
future prospects. There is plenty that other schools could learn
from Park Hall Academy’s success.”
“These results are testament to the commitment and hard
work of the students, teachers and leadership team at Park Hall
Academy and a vindication of their belief in high expectations,
good teaching and ambition for every young person.
“The value-added measures show how schools make a
difference and raise achievement above expectations.”
We are absolutely delighted to be able to share this superb
news with
you. Park Hall Academy is
now officially in the top
20% and one of the most
rapidly improving schools
in the country as a result of
our students’ outstanding
performance in their recent
GCSE examinations - in
which 50% achieved the
’Gold Standard’ 5 A*-Cs

with English and maths
and, for the third year
running, 100% (yes,
every student) achieved
5 A*-C grades. As well
as this, our students’ ‘A’
Level results were also
once again the best
ever achieved at the
Academy – showing
our sixth form is also
going from strength
to strength. Alongside
being named in the
top 100 most rapidly improving
schools by the Minister of State
for Schools this news of being
in the top 20% of schools is
the icing on the cake in what
is a fantastic fourth year as an
Academy.
We are very fortunate to
have excellent staff at Park
Hall Academy. Their work
throughout the year in providing
numerous high quality learning opportunities to our
students is reflected in these superb examination results and
the recognition we have received from the Minister of State for
Schools and the SSAT. We strive to create a positive ethos which
is focused on raising everyone’s self-esteem through reward and
recognition. We believe that the more successful our students
and staff feel, the more successful they will be. We hope you will
join us in congratulating our students and staff in achieving this
fantastic national recognition.
You will be able to find more on the Academy website at
www.parkhallschool.org.uk
With kind regards,
Tony Morrison (Principal)

Chronicle Editorial Team
For the twelfth edition of the Park Hall Academy Chronicle we would like to
thank Jodie, Meghann, Jodie, Kariss, and Jade, the sixth form editorial team
for their hard work and contributions which have transformed the initial
idea into reality.
The students are representatives from the BTEC National Diploma in Child
Care, Learning and Development group. The transferable skills that these
students have been able to draw upon have brought ‘The Chronicle’ to life.
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Academy News
Alice in Wonderland
“singing, dancing
and acting”
It far surpassed all of my expectations,
the singing, dancing and acting was of
such a high quality and a thoroughly
enjoyable evening was had by all.
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Everything about it was great - the acting, singing and dancing, the lovely costumes,
the slickness of the production, the sets, music and effects, all the techie things that
must have been happening in the background, the programme with its pictures,
the involvement of the local year 5 children - and we are sure we have forgotten to
mention many other things. But most of all the enthusiam of the performers and their
confident performance skills. And the audience was rapt and totally engaged.
Mr Smart (Chair of Governors)

Educational Visit to Paris
Fableux! Magnifique! C’était amusant! La meilleure semaine de ma vie!!!
Visite Scolaire – Rouen – 18-22 mars 2013
Au mois de mars, 41 étudiants de Park Hall Academy, sont allés à Rouen en Normandie pour une visite scolaire en France. Lundi
matin, nous sommes allés à Douvres en car et on a pris le bateau jusqu’à Calais. Nous sommes arrivés à Rouen vers 8h30 du soir
et nous sommes allés directement au restaurant, Le Toque d’Or, pour un repas en groupe. C’était delicieux! Mardi matin, nous
sommes allés en ville. Nous avons vu la cathedrale de Rouen et les étudiants ont fait du shopping au centre ville. A midi, nous
avons mangé dans une creperie, un repas à la francaise. L’après-midi nous sommes
allés à Deauville, à la mer. C’est un endroit très bien connu et une ville bien aimé
par Coco Chanel. Mercredi matin, nous sommes allés à Disneyland, Paris. C’était une
journée inoubliable et incroyable, surtout pour les étudiants. On a rencontré Mickey,
Minnie, Pluto, Goofy et al. On a passé toute la journée dans le parc et le soir, nous avons
mangé à Planet Hollywood. En plus, nous avons acheté beaucoup de souvenirs pour
nos familles. Jeudi matin, on est allé au centre ville de Rouen et l’après-midi, on est allé
à Paris pour une visite à la Tour Eiffel. Du sommet, on a pris beaucoup de photos de la
ville de Paris. Vendredi matin, nous sommes partis de Rouen pour revenir à Birmingham
et nous sommes arrivés au collège vers 8h15 du soir. C’était une visite plein de bonheur.
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Academy News
Junior Maths Challenge
Last month the Junior Maths Challenge took place, ten students The Junior Challenge is aimed at the top third of pupils in Year
took the challenge and the following students won the 8 or below in England and Wales, Year 9 or below in Northern
certificates...
Ireland and S2 or below in Scotland. The challenge involves
answering 25 multiple choice questions in one hour and is
carried out in school under normal exam conditions. Questions
from the Junior Challenge can be used as enrichment material
in the classroom across the ability range.
GOLD
GOLD
AWARD
AWARD

SILVER
AWARD

BRONZE
AWARD

GOLD
HARRY JOHNSON

SILVER
COOKE ANDREW
KIBRIA NIAZ
CAITLIN JONES

BRONZE
MIA MOORE
RIDDHI PATEL
JOE EVANS

Maths Pi Club
This Summer the Mathematics
department has continued
operating a Gifted and Talented
programme. The PI club as
it has come to be known has
gone from strength to strength
with students going beyond
the national curriculum to learn
about modular arithmetic and
preparing them for further and
higher education. Miss Chan
has taken a lead role with the
group and is delighted with the
progress they have made this
year.
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The top 40% of students nationally receive a gold, silver or
bronze certificate in the ratio 1:2:3 and each institution receives
a Best in School certificate. Around 1200 of the highest scorers
are invited to participate in the Junior Mathematical Olympiad.

Birmingham Science
Festival
The University of Birmingham proudly hosts the
Birmingham Science Festival every year. 30 of our Year 10
students were invited to attend the festival and take part
in various workshops hosted by the University’s lecturers,
professors and students. Our pupils learnt about how
we have evolved from apes, and even tried to walk like
one! They also had the chance to design and make a car
using various engineering features and had a tour of the
University campus given by current students. All pupils
got a lot out of this experience, and many are now very
excited about applying to and attending University in a
few years.

In March, Triple Science students from Years 9, 10 and
11 travelled down to the Excel Arena in London to
visit the Big Bang Fair. This huge, National Science
fair aims to inform students about careers and
further opportunities in science, engineering and
mathematics. All students had the opportunity to
speak to industry experts about how to become
the scientists of the future, as well as to see and take
part in loads of fun scientific activities. Jason Mach (Year 10) even made it
on to the national leader board for one mathematics and logic competition. Well done Jason!
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Academy News
English: Chatterbox
A number of year 7 students have been involved in a wonderful reading
project led by Coventry University. The Chatter Books project has
allowed pupils to take part in activities, enjoy reading and visit an author’s
workshop, held at Coventry University.

Geography

Mount Etna

This summer term has seen many of our students completing their GCSE and A level studies with end of course examinations and
we wish those students the very best of luck in their future studies or employment. It has also been a time where our investigations
can begin to spread outside the classroom as the weather improves. Our Key Stage 3 students have been involved in weather
experiments and investigating housing and traffic issues in our local area. We have also confirmed that the geography department
will be running a fieldtrip to Mount Etna, Europe’s most active volcano, on the island of Sicily! We are very much looking forward to
taking the year 8 students on what I’m sure will be a fascinating experience next year.

Debate Mate Cup
On April the 18th Park Hall’s debate team took
part in the Debate Mate Cup at the University of
Birmingham. Following on from four consecutive
wins the 12 students were well prepared and
eager to argue their points of view!
Park Hall was one of over 20 schools taking part
and the competition was fierce. Participants had
to take part in three separate debates, ranging
from current affairs to equal coverage of both male and female sports.
Our team demonstrated that they could think on their feet, engage a large audience and express themselves clearly. Between the
two teams they won five debates which is an exceptional result! A huge well done to the team for all their hard work this year.
Any students interested in Debate Mate and joining our winning team should see Mr Roper in GG5
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Charity News
Fundraiser for
fallen soldiers
A group of BTEC Child Care, Learning and Development students gave up
their Sunday morning to help raise money for fallen soldiers. The aim of
the fund raiser was to raise enough money to build a memorial garden at
Woodlands Crematorium.
The women who were in charge of this fundraiser were Joan Lloyd and
Janet Bird. The students stood outside the entrance of Morrison’s in Coleshill
holding buckets, British flags and memorial books containing memories for
customers to read.
The students greeted customers as they entered and left the store. They
felt this was an important issue to raise money for to support the families
that had suffered from losing a loved one. We raised a total of £808 which
bought the total money raised for the memorial garden over the needed
£10,000 in order to create it.

Mrs Swindells & Kirsty Tennyson

Joan Lloyd and Janet Bird with Jodie Johnston,
Meghann Aston, Jodie Downes
and Kirsty Tennyson
“We are over the moon, it was a really good
weekend and we really appreciate the help of Park
Hall Academy”.
Jodie Johnston

Ex Park Hall Academy student,
Mr Twomlow and daughters with Meghann
Aston and Jodie Johnston

Environmental Champions
On Thursday 13th of June, a group of BTEC Childcare,
Learning and Development students took up the challenge
and became ‘Environmental Champions” for the day.
The students decided to clear rubbish from the gully in front
of the academy. The students were equipped with litter
pickers and a bin bag. The Early Year’s students walked
around picking up as much litter as they could find.
“We did the litter pick to improve the local environment
and make Castle Bromwich a better place to live”.
As we believe it is an important issue in terms
of the environment in and around our local
community, we felt it was important to get
young students involved with caring for the
community’s environment.
We were also delighted to find out that the students who helped to improve
the environment will be receiving “Environmental Champions Certificates”
which was the icing on the cake for our students.
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Joan Lloyd and Janet Bird with
Sarah Lambert and Loren Jones
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Park Hall students
break their charity record

Charity News

In March this year (as reported in the last edition of
the Chronicle) we set ourselves the ambitious target of
collectively running 807 miles to raise money for Sport Relief.
The distance (which is the distance it would take to run
around all of the premier league grounds in the country from
St James’ Park in Newcastle to Carrow Road in Norwich) had
to be covered between 9.00 am and 3pm. A number of sixth
form students (including Jamie Ataria who ran a marathon)
ran throughout the day to support younger students who
were allocated only one hour long period to complete as
many half mile circuits of the school grounds as possible.
Each ‘House’ in the Academy was given its own period to complete their laps. As usual, this lead to some friendly competition between
the Houses to see who could raise the most money (Bradford) and cover the most miles (Spitfire). By the end of the day the 473
participating students and teachers had covered an incredible 1318 miles – beating their own 2010 Sport Relief record of 908 miles.
Students had two weeks to gain sponsorship for the event and managed to raise an amazing £4315.75 for Sport Relief. In over 60 years
of fund raising this is the largest amount of money that the School has ever raised from a single event. One student, Daniel Savage
(pictured below) individually raised £105 with a further 6 students raising over £50 each.
The event was organised by students in the sixth form including Gary Spencer who created a giant database to allocate individual start
times and record students’ distances and sponsorship. Other students acted as course marshals and ran a refreshments stand, whilst
others ‘hole punched’ runners cards in order to track distances. A massive WELL DONE to everyone involved, we are so proud of Park
Hall students’ contribution to Sports Relief.

Park Hall’s Harlem Shake
raises £1,557 for Comic Relief
In March 2013 staff and students performed Park Hall’s very own version of the ‘Harlem Shake’ in
order to raise money for Comic Relief. The staff, sixth form, and the four houses Arden, Bradford,
Jaguar and Spitfire each performed their own version of the Harlem Shake
in six separate venues around the academy. The Media department
took on the responsibility for recording each of the performances
and for editing them into a film for all of us to view at the end of the
day. As these pictures suggest – both staff and students had a great
deal of fun and raised a fantastic total of £1,557 in the process. Many
thanks to Mr Morrison for letting us have an ‘extended form time’
to record the film, to the Media
department (especially Mr Cowdell)
for their hard work and to the many
parents and friends of the Academy
for sponsoring the students and
helping us raise such a pleasing total.

7

The Chronicle | Park Hall Academy

Charity News

Promoting Youth
Philanthropy at Park Hall
On the afternoon of Friday 7th June, Park Hall was
delighted to invite charities, representatives, parents and
carers, and invited guests, Cllr Mr John Whelan, Chair of
the Parish Council and Cllr Mrs Pauline Allen, Vice Chair
of the Parish Council to the second final of the Youth and
Philanthropy Initiative (YPI). YPI is a programme which
has helped over 20,000 students in the UK to give over
£400,000 to local charities. Following the success of last
year, the YPI event proved to be another exciting and
emotional affair.
Classes of Year 9 and 10 students had been taking part
in YPI as part of their Citizenship Education programme.
In teams, they had to research social problems in the
community, contact and liaise with a local, grassroots
charity, and create an engaging and persuasive
presentation to represent their charity’s cause.
Students delivered a fantastic variety of passionate,
inspiring and dramatic presentations in their bid to
secure the £3,000 for their charity. Charities represented
were Birmingham’s Children’s Hospital, Maria Watt
Foundation, Norman Laud, Birmingham Disability
Resource Centre, Dreammakers, Myasthenia Gravis
(MGA) and Birmingham City Mission.
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Charity News
“pass on my thanks to all“

A child’s dream experience

Elie Hart, Midlands YPI Schools Facilitator, who assisted the School in managing
the event asked to pass on the following statement: “Please pass on my thanks
to all your colleagues. It’s been great working with you and your School. The
progress the students have made and the talent and effort they demonstrated
this afternoon is an absolute credit to all of you at Park Hall Academy. What a
great afternoon!”

Dreammakers receive £3,000
The winning charity and the charity that received the £3,000 cheque was
‘Dreammakers’, a local charity, run by Gavin Prime, that helps to support terminally
ill children and their families by funding a child’s dream experience.
Park Hall would like to congratulate all students involved in the YPI this year and a
special mention goes to the Year 9 student ambassadors for Dreammakers Cara Butler, Charlotte Ford, Chloe Hall, Afsana Hussain and Sophie West.

New York

2013
New York
During half term a group of students from
years 9, 12 and 13 visited the Big Apple as
part of their GCSE, BTEC and A Level Media
and History courses. Our first experience of
NYC was a walk around Central Park which is
arguably the most famous park in the world and
the most filmed location ever, with our guide
pointing out film locations as we walked. We saw
where Kevin meets the pigeon lady in ‘Home Alone
2: Lost in New York,’ the fountain from the opening
sequence of the TV show ‘Friends,’ Bethesda Terrace
from the ‘Avengers’ film and locations from ‘Glee,’ ‘Elf’
and ‘Enchanted’ to name but a few. Before heading
to the NBC television studios we made a quick stop at
FAO Schwartz, the world famous toy shop where the big
piano from the film ‘Big’ is housed. We all had fun running
and sliding along it and attempting to play tunes with our
feet. You can’t go to New York and not climb to the top of
the Empire State building; even though we had to do a lot of
queuing it was definitely worth it because the views from the
top were incredible.
On day 2 we caught the Staten Island ferry so that we could get up
close and personal with the statue of Liberty, another landmark
that you cannot afford to miss! She was stunning. Next we
walked to the site now known as ground zero, where the twin
towers once stood. There was a very sombre atmosphere in this
area. We all remembered those who had fallen. We admired the
memorials and took time to think and learn more about what
happened on that day by listening to local New Yorkers who
were happy to share their stories.
Students enjoyed shopping in New York at department
stores such as; Bloomingdale’s, Macy’s and Century 21. Armed
with their shopping lists students went on what could only
be described as a shopping spree! William and Vinnie did
particularly well! Just around the corner from our hotel was
Times Square, the location of the world famous New Year’s Eve
ball drop. The lights and screens were dazzling. We were all in
awe as we turned the corner into the square itself. The students
enjoyed exploring the vibrant area that proved that New York
really was a city that never sleeps.

What a trip!
Some of us had
never been on a
plane before.
Some of us had
never been to
America.
Most of us had
never been to
New York!
But all of us had
the most amazing
experience!
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Student Voice

Park Hall Academy are thrilled to announce that Bradley Smith was elected as the new member
of the United Kingdom Youth Parliament for Solihull at a celebration event at the Civic Suite,
Solihull. Bradley was presented with a certificate by the previous Mayor of Solihull, Mr Ken
Hawkins. This means that Bradley will now represent Solihull and Park Hall Academy on the
Solihull Youth Council, the West Midlands Youth Council and on the United Kingdom Youth
Parliament. Interestingly, Park Hall Academy was also awarded a trophy for the school with the
most democratic participation, which reflects the school with the most number of students
voting in the UKYP elections.
The United Kingdom Youth Parliament is the national ‘voice’ of young people in the United
Kingdom. It is made up of democratically elected young people aged from 11 to 18, and has
a rolling programme of activities across the year. This includes an Annual Sitting, Regional
Meetings, and regular dialogue with national decision makers.
Pictured at the ceremony;- The Mayor of Solihull Mr Ken
Hawkins, Bradley Smith MYP, Park Hall Academy, Nikita Basra MYP,
Solihull School, Alex Jenner DMYP, Arden Academy and Khazim
Mahmood DMYP from Alderbrook School.

Global Young Leaders Conference USA
Student Ambassadors Jessica Schofield and Julia Grunhill from
Park Hall Academy recently attended the Global Young Leaders
Conference 2013, in Washington and New York.
The Global Young Leaders Conference (GYLC) provides highachieving students aged 15-18 with a greater understanding
of their roles as global ambassadors; as they analyse concepts
surrounding communications, diplomacy, law, human rights,
peace, security, economics and the role of the United Nations.
Jessica Schofield and Julia Grunhill, both had a wonderful time
and developed their diplomacy and advocacy
skills significantly during the trip. Educational
visits and high profile events such as the
Global Young Leaders program help to raise
the importance of positive participation of
young people in democratic society.
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Student Voice
Kieran Cronin

Vice Chair of Castle Bromwich Parish Council

On Tuesday 7th May at 5 pm Castle Bromwich Youth Parish Council held their AGM. We are
delighted to be able to announce that the new Vice Chairman of the Youth Parish Council,
is Park Hall Academy student Youth Councillor Kieran Cronin. Kieran said, “The prospect of
representing young people in the local community as Vice Chair of Castle Bromwich Youth
Council is a real privilege and I look forwards to this new opportunity and challenge.” The
meeting was also filmed by students of Park Hall Academy who are helping the Youth
Council with part of their latest project - a DVD guide on “How to Set up a Youth Council”.

Castle Bromwich Parish Council Award
Park Hall student Niamh Strong, a
member of Castle Bromwich Youth Parish
Council, was recently awarded the Castle
Bromwich Parish Council Service Award,
for service to young people living in the
Civil Parish of Castle Bromwich.
All in all an impressive record,
demonstrating that Park Hall Academy
students really do make a difference!

Media Studies students
producing a DVD
As part of our
BTEC
Media
Studies,
we
are
required
to
make
a
promotional
video for a
company
or
organisation
of our choice.
We
decided
to make our
promotional video for the Castle Bromwich Youth Parish
Council. The aim of our video is to try and recruit more young
people and to show exactly what they do by attending
some events and recording them as evidence for our video.
On the 9th June, we attended the Civic Service at St Marys
& St Margaret’s Church. We attended the event to record it
and to interview the newly elected Mayor Joe Tilsley and
Councillor John Whelan. We wanted to know about what
they thought about the Youth Council and their involvement.
We found the experience very interesting and it has opened
our eyes as to how much work the Youth Council actually
does in and around our community. We had absolutely no
idea beforehand and it has really shocked and amazed us!
Natasha Adcock & Kelly Adcock

Young Carers
at Park Hall
Academy
During this school year we have been working towards recognising
and supporting students who are Young Carers at the Academy.
There has been a series of assemblies to explain what being a
Young Carer means and the support that can be offered in school
and in the local area. Part of this awareness raising was to put
posters in every classroom naming the link worker, Miss Price and
information about Solihull Young Carers service. A notice board
has been established in the school's foyer area and information
leaflets are readily available at our reception. There is a link from
our school web site to that of Solihull Young Carers service. A
group of year 10 Citizenship students, led by Mr Cornell, have
done some superb work on the support offered by Solihull Young
Carers Service. They have devised tutorial work for all students
access in registration period, which again has raised awareness
of Young Carers. Park Hall students who have been identified
as Young Carers are offered extra support with their learning
which includes ‘drop in sessions’ at the Academy Library during
Wednesday lunchtimes.
We are delighted to announce that Park Hall Academy has been
awarded recognition for their work with Bronze, Silver and Gold
awards from Solihull Young Carers Service. Next term we will
continue to raise awareness of Young Carers and highlight the
support that is offered.
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Sports News
Year 7 & 8
Athletics Teams
Well done to all of our Year 7 and 8 athletics teams who
all performed miracles at the recent North Solihull
Super6 Athletics event at Norman Green Sports
Centre. Park Hall Academy's athletes all came home
with a medal and was the only school to do so, this
shows what a talented bunch of young athletes we
have at the Academy. Both Year 7 boys and girls teams
won Silver medals behind the eventual winner John
Henry Newman, with our Year 8 teams both regaining
their titles as North Solihull Champions from last year,
to again win Gold and represent the Borough at the
County Games on Monday 1st July.
Many thanks also to our team of Year 9 sports leaders who officiated at the event itself after going on a training course only days before.
Both student and leaders alike were magnificent and a credit to the school.

Trampolinists take the Silver Medal at
the County Games
Park Hall year 7 Trampoline team took the Silver Medal at
the North Solihull County Games. The girls performed some
excellent routines and individual moves demonstrating their
improved skills and presentation skills. This was an excellent
result reflecting a lot of hard work and effort. Well done girls.

Kane Wilson

West Bromwich Albion Academy
Congratulations to Kane Wilson, who is a member of West Bromwich Albion
Academy and has recently been invited to join the 15s/16s squad. Kane,
pictured with Mr Nardiello, former England Under 18 Football Team Manager,
already trains three times a week with West Bromwich Albion Academy and
represents them on Sunday morning.
To become a professional footballer takes a great deal of commitment and as
a result of his hard work and dedication, Kane has been invited to train with
the 15s/16s squads on Tuesdays from September 2013. He will take part in
football training and physical conditioning sessions. The Academy provide a
varied programme which benefits both football development, academic and
life skills. West Bromwich Albion said, “Kane has done exceptionally well this
year and we would like to offer him the opportunity to train with the 15s/16s
squads on Tuesdays from September 2013.” This is a superb achievement. Well
done Kane, we are really proud of you!
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Transition & Summer School
Year 5 & 6 Gifted and
Talented students
The Year 5 & 6 Gifted and Talented Mathematics and Science
Workshops at Park Hall Academy have gone from strength to
strength. We are thrilled to welcome students from Castle Bromwich
Junior School , St Mary and St Margaret's CE Primary School, Smiths
Wood Community Primary School and Water Orton Primary School
to Park Hall Academy throughout the year.
Staff said that ‘The children were an absolute joy to teach and extremely well motivated.’ Mr Gilbride said that he thoroughly enjoys
these sessions and that the children are full of excited enthusiasm. The students are introduced to logic puzzles, Pythagoras Theorem
and factorising algebraic expressions. The standard is extremely high and the children came together at Park Hall Academy on the
first Monday and Wednesday of the month to develop their mathematics and science skills.

Transition and
Summer School

Castle Bromwich
Juniors P.E.
Castle Bromwich Juniors held their annual Summer
Sports week at the end of May and spent two of the days
in the Academy Sports Hall playing Basketball and Table
Tennis. Nearly 500 students from year 3 to 6 assisted by
our BTEC Sport work experience year 12 group, visited
the Academy to experience these sports which for many
was for the first time. Many thanks to all staff involved in
what was a hugely enjoyable two days for all.

The summer term is a busy and exciting time at Park Hall as we welcome
the soon to be year 7 pupils to us for two days in July. The pupils will take
part in a range of activities during the induction days including a mini
sports day, art and photography projects, cooking, life in Tudor times and
much more. I am sure they will be fun and engaging days that will help the
pupils meet the staff and make new friends ready for their start at Park Hall
in September.
We are also looking forward to the
Summer School at Park Hall, which will run
for two weeks at the beginning and end of
August. This will provide our prospective
year 7 pupils with another chance to make
new friends and enjoy a range of activities
in preparation for September. We are
pleased to be able to offer two fieldtrips
to Ackers Adventure and Drayton Manor
Theme Park during the Summer School.

Parents Craft Evening
On Monday March 6th parents were invited into school to enjoy
an evening of craft activities all based around mother’s day. The
evening was very well attended and all who came really enjoyed the
amount of different activities on offer, including making bracelets,
cushions and key rings. Throughout the evening our wonderful
students were on hand serving tea, cream teas and cakes. The
feedback from the parents was fantastic saying what an enjoyable
evening they had, had. Here is some of the positive feedback we
received.
“Loved it! Please do another one. “
“The students were so polite and helpful a credit to the school “
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Arts News
Blood Brothers
Our Year twelve Performing Arts students have been working very hard over
the past term to create the production of Blood Brothers with the support of
year nine students who are playing supporting roles.
This is a story of two non-identical twin boys who were separated at birth
by their mother; only to find each other again at aged 7 and become blood
brothers. The boys stay friends up to the end of their lives, still never knowing
they are twins.
There are many twists along the way with humour thrown in here and there.
This will not be a production to miss, so keep looking out for us.

GCSE Drama

Since February, GCSE Drama students have been devising their own pieces of
drama for their GCSE exam. These pieces were meant ‘To make the audience sit
up and think’. This brief has lead to a wide range of performances, from a group
of girls entering a mental institution to a dystopian society called ‘Franklyn’. On
15th May an outside examiner came to assess their pieces.
Lucy Edwards said ‘It was one of the scariest things I have ever done!’ We won’t
find out the results until August, but Mrs Macarthur-Clare, their drama teacher,
said ‘Everyone performed the best they ever had on the exam day and I am so
proud of all of them!

The Cavern Club
Liverpool
Around the World
Over the past term the year seven and eight pupils have
been completing a unit titled ‘Around the World’. In
the unit they have studied dance from India and Brazil,
Theatre from Japan and the Slave Trade, taster sessions
on Indonesian Puppetry and music from Africa and India.
The pupils have had some great success over the past
term and the Performing Arts team would like to say a big
well done to all of their efforts.
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On Monday 4th March 2013 over 50 pupils from across Park Hall
Academy took part in a performance at the world famous Cavern
Club in Liverpool. Students performed as soloists or in bands
and showcased their talents to a packed audience of friends and
family. It was a tremendous experience that all those involved will
treasure for years to come.
On Wednesday 8th May Park
Hall Academy students came
together to share their
musical talents with their
parents. Bands from years
7-11 performed, with a solo
performance from George
Chance-Osman.
Students
were incredibly supportive
of each other, with George
Brandist from year 8 stepping
in to play drums with the year
9 band. Another group of year
10 and 11 Park Hall students,
performed a larger set and
were recently seen performing
at The Cavern Club in Liverpool.

The Chronicle | Park Hall Academy

House News

Farewell Year 11

The Year 11’s had a great last day at Park Hall Academy on Friday 10th May. It started in the
morning with a Leavers Assembly where they met up and signed shirts and leaving books,
received awards and watched a goodbye video from staff. On the evening, the Year 11 Prom
was held at the Forest of Arden Hotel. It was a huge success. They celebrated the end of Year 11
with a movie themed night; complete with red carpet, awards and the reveal of the prom king
and queen! The rest of the night was spent dancing the night away, a good time was had by all.
A big thank you to everyone that went along and contributed to a fantastic evening and one of
the best proms we have had at Park Hall Academy!
The Celebration Assembly returned with a bang and a familiar feel. After the success of the
Xmas Panto, the pressure was on to deliver a Celebration Assembly that once again pitted
house versus house and what better way to do it than with a “best of” show including some of
the best games from previous assemblies.
Classics such as Family Fortunes and I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here were joined by yet
more Panel Show quick fire question mayhem and whole house sing-along. As always, all four
houses put everything they had into winning, but there could only be two winners. In the Arden
and Jaguar assembly it was Arden who were victorious. Bradford versus Spitfire was a close
competition… but Bradford came out on top!
A big thank you to all of the staff and students who took part!
The next Assembly is already being planned and we are looking for any students who would
be interested in performing on stage. If you have a talent, we want to hear from you! It can be
anything from singing and dancing to magic and impressions. If you are interested, speak to
your Head of House!

E-Safety Immersion Day
As part of Park Hall Academy’s continued commitment to safeguarding
and empowering students to stay safe and aware of their personal
well-being, the school held a whole school E-Safety immersion day
on Monday, 17th June. Students from Year 7 to Year 12 engaged in five
different sessions to inform, signpost advice, and provide a managed
forum for discussion with Park Hall staff about how young people can
remain safe when using the internet, mobile phones and online devices,
websites and various forms of technology for communication.
Students got creative and produced films, posters and logos to promote
E-Safety. They observed a gripping performance, acted by Performing Art
students, on decision-making when communicating online. Students
reflected on the advent of the internet, planning and delivering group
presentations to celebrate developments in technology and the internet
over the decades. Finally they completed online activities, questionnaires
and received key hints and tips on staying and remaining ‘e-wise’ and ‘e-safe’.
As a parent or carer, if you would like to find out more and learn how to
keep your child safe online, we would certainly encourage you to visit the
Child Exploitation and Online Protection centre (CEOP) parents’ information
website at www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents. Or, if you would like any further
advice or guidance in supporting your child in remaining safe online or when
communicating electronically, please do not hesitate to Mrs Mayes, our Family
Support Worker, at the school.
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Work Related Curriculum
Young
Enterprise
‘Qwerty’ is a group of year 12 students
who have formed and run their own
business through the Young Enterprise
scheme by turning scrabble pieces and
Lego into a range of jewellery items
and key rings. Young Enterprise is a
scheme which allows students to run
their own business for a year and is
part of a National competition. Qwerty
competed at Trade Fairs in Sutton
Coldfield and Chelmsley Wood where
they won the best Customer Service
Award. They competed last month in
the Solihull Area Finals for which they
had to produce a Company Report and
a presentation into their business.
The finals were held at Arup in Solihull
and they did the school proud.
During the year they also competed
in the Deutsche Bank ‘Entrepreneurial
Competition’ in which they won the
award for best ‘Green Business’.

Year 12 BTEC National in
Children’s Care, Learning
& Development
As part of the student’s unit 2 work on positive
environments for children’s care, learning and
development; they had to complete a recognised
first aid course to complement their own professional
development and awareness.
They were required to
demonstrate mouth to
mouth
resuscitation,
CPR and the recovery
position for an injured
person. All the students
participated in the
practical work and
it was great fun
watching
them
putting bandages on
each other.

TEAM QWERTY
BTEC Sport Year 12
Our Year 12 BTEC Sport pupils were involved in Castle Bromwich Junior School during their fitness week. The whole week was
themed around health and fitness with a large amount of physical activities both in school and outside of school with many of
our Year 12 pupils delivering sessions. Mr. Noorani said “The work experience opportunity is an excellent way of training and
engaging our year 12 pupils. Park Hall pupils have the opportunity to spend a week learning about life in the
workplace. It is something we feel is very important, not only for the pupils but for the local community as a whole.”
Lauren Peatfield who is a teacher at the school wrote:
“Thanks again for an awesome Fitness Week. I mainly had two helpers in my room all week - Reiss Brooke and Ryan Hughes. Both were
extremely helpful even when they weren't delivering PE classes and Ryan in particular showed excellent initiative and enthusiasm. Both
were very kind and bought the children some sweets to say goodbye”.
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Park Hall Academy Sixth Form
A Busy Term for
Park Hall 6th Formers
Following the challenge of their AS examinations, year 12 students in
the sixth form at Park Hall returned to regular lessons and a fresh set
of challenges this term.
Whilst time in the classroom turns its focus towards A2 exam
preparation (and Distinction level work in the case of BTEC courses)
a wide range of additional activities have focused students attention
on their opportunities beyond the sixth form in 2014.
A visit to Aston University on Friday 28th June provided a valuable opportunity for students to experience university life whilst
enquiring about potential courses at a range of universities that were represented on the day. Approximately 60% of year 13
students at Park Hall choose to continue their studies at university and so the summer term presents a useful period for researching
potential courses. The day at Aston University followed on from a higher education and careers day held at Park Hall earlier that
week. The event included a presentation on the benefits of attending university and four separate workshops on student finance,
writing a competitive application, investigating careers and researching courses and universities . Students interested in exploring
other options (such as local Apprenticeships) are also given support in researching their options. Following on from the success
of the Park Hall ‘Employability’ programme offered to year 13 students over the last two years – these students will receive further
support next year in developing their application and interview skills.
As well as thinking about their future plans Sixth formers will be kept busy supporting younger students on the year 7 induction
days and in their various organisational roles for the school sports day. As a reward for their support and continued hard work –
students will be enjoying an outing to Alton Towers on Monday 22nd July.

Year 12 & 13 Geography
The year 13 and year 12 Geography students have recently taken part
in fieldwork as part of their ‘A’ Level Geography courses. The year 12s
were looking at population changes as you travel from city centre to
the edge of the suburbs and this involved contrasting parts of Saltley
and Alum Rock with Erdington and finally Four Oaks.
The year 13s were looking at how successful the redevelopment of
Birmingham city centre has been which naturally involved famous
sites such as the Bull Ring, Victoria Square, Symphony Hall, Brindley
Place and the Mailbox. They had to assess the impacts of the changes
and the responses to the changes. We couldn't pass through the
Mailbox without a quick trip to the BBC studios where it is possible to
produce your own weather forecast.
Both trips had some similarities - lovely weather, lunch
at MacDonald’s and the pleasure of taking out students that were a
credit to our school.
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promoted a positive can do’ attitude

The Art of Brilliance

OPEN DAYS
Open Mornings on 23rd & 24th
September 9.30am to 11.00am
Open Evening on 16th September
6.00pm to 8.00pm

Park Hall and Arden Academy students came
together to take part in a joint venture, the
“Art of Being Brilliant” event this term. We were
fortunate to be able to attended The Andy Cope
training seminar on May 1st, particularly as he
founded ‘Art of Brilliance’ in 2004. His aim is to
blaze a new trail. Throughout the day Park Hall
students experienced a range of strategies to
develop positive ways of thinking. The seminar
was meaningful, fun, and thought provoking,
had an immediate and long lasting impact
on our young people. The programmes are
grounded in cutting edge research in areas
of positive psychology, promoting happiness,
energy, leadership and emotional intelligence.
The students who attended the event found it
extremely inspiring and really benefited from
the opportunity to act as leaders and take part
in a range of sessions which focused on being
positive, the benefits of effort and hard work and
being extraordinary. The sessions encouraged
a positive, can do approach to life, by making
the most of every opportunity. Our students
responded extremely well to the sessions and
have asked to act as mentors and coaches to
other children using these valuable strategies
developed throughout the day.
The workshops were interactive and thoughtprovoking, entertained as well as educated.
Students, developed their own action plan to
support, motivate and boost their confidence. It
certainly promoted a positive ‘can do’ attitude to
school and life in general for other young people
concerned. They will now be delivering similar
workshops at the Park Hall Academy Summer
School. Well done to everyone involved and
we are looking forward to the Summer School
sessions on the Art of Brilliance.
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