
The Underclass is a term some sociologists use to refer to those ‘below’ the class system. This group is characterised by:

Long term poverty

Long term unemployment

Dependency on State benefits

Living in large local authority housing developments

High proportions of the sick; elderly and single parents

Sociologists have different views on the underclass

1) Giddens blames to state benefit system for creating the ‘underclass’ through the payment of low benefits that make it impossible to escape poverty. (Eg, single mother can’t get a job due to child-rearing responsibilities and costs.)

2) Murray  takes a more critical view saying that the underclass have no interest in contributing society having a set of values that says it is okay to

a) live off benefits

b) avoid getting a job 

c) commit crime to get extra money
Task: Following on from the exercise the other day devise 2 profiles of somebody who might belong to the underclass. One must fit the characteristics referred to by Giddens; the other must fit the characteristics given by Murray
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