
Why is Occupation a useful indicator of Class ?

Sociologists work out what class a person is in based on their occupation (in the case of children you could use their parent’s occupation). This i8s useful because occupation tells us about differences in:

· Education (The level of qualifications you have achieved)

· Lifestyle (Diet; health; hobbies)

· Income (How much you earn)

· Prestige / Status (How respected you are in society)

· Speech and Dress (your accent; Language; fashion choices)

What are the problems with using occupation as the basis for class

· Job Title – The same job title may mean very different things with big differences in income (Doctor; teacher; manager can mean very different things)

· Unemployed are not included

· Differences in background are ignored (for example two teachers are put in the same class but one is from a w/c background and the other is from a m/c background

· Omits the very rich (factory owners for example)

The Registrar Generals Classification

This divides the workforce into the 5 groups shown below. Group three is divided into two between manual workers (those that work with their hands) and non-manual workers (in clerical or professional jobs). They are put in the same class as they earn similar incomes but often have very different lifestyles and values. The Registrar Generals Classification is the only one used in official Government studies.

Class
Type of occupation
Examples

1
Professional
Lawyers; doctors; managers; university lecturers

2
Intermediate professionals and administrative
Shopkeepers; actors; teachers

3
Skilled

a) Non-manual

b) Manual
Draughtsmen; shop assistants, clerks

Electricians, plumbers

4
Semi-skilled
Milkmen, bus conductors, telephone operators, farm workers

5
Unskilled
Night watchmen, porters, cleaners, labourers

