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Socialisation refers to how we learn human behaviour. How we learn the   norms, values and attitudes of our society.
Socialisation is the process that changes human beings from animals into the people we recognise as members of our society. From the moment a child is born the members of their society begin to influence and mould the childs beliefs, personality and behaviour.                                                  

This learning process begins in childhood, but continues throughout life. The growing child, through contact with other members of their society, gradually  learns the language, beliefs and behaviour of the group in which they are bought up. The values and behaviour of the groups vary so that the socialisation process varies between different societies and cultures.

IT IS A BASIC BELIEF OF SOCIOLOGY THAT MOST BEHAVIOUR IS LEARNED.

William Goode said ‘Socialisation was the way a member of society learns the facts and standards of their place in the group’

Lee Comer said that ‘Socialisation refers to how human babise are moulded to fit into the society into which they are born.’

The Process of Socialisation

Sociologists distinguish between two aspects of socialisation: primary & secondary

Charles Cooley referred to the differences between primary and secondary socialisation

Primary Socialisation is the learning that takes place within intimate groups such as the family and the peer group.

Secondary Socialisation is the learning that occurs in more formal situations such as in school or through the mass media.

1. Ann Oakley ‘Sex, Gender and Society’.  

a).  Kgata tribe of New Guinea-         Women and children did heavy manual work.

b).  Tchambali tribe of New Guinea- Men need protecting.

c).   Manus tribe of New Guinea-       Father raised children as soon as mother 

                                                              finished breastfeeding at about one year.

These examples show how behaviour that is regarded as natural in men and women is in fact the result of the process of socialisation.

[image: image2.wmf]
2.   Kingsley Davis ‘Human Society’    Anna & Isabelle

3.   Geoffrey Hurd  ‘The Wolf Children’    Kamala & Amala

[image: image3.wmf]These examples show how humans who have not been socialised into the normal behaviour of society are almost unrecognisable as humans in their behaviour.

4. [image: image4.wmf]Margaret Mead  ‘Male and Female’

a).   Arapesh     The babies are vulnerable and precious

b).   Mundugumar    Dislike child rearing

5.   Colin Turnball  ‘The Forest People’     Shared roles.
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