(From Practical Parenting’ magazine, September 1998)

Differences in Brain Development
Parental Communication

Girls are ‘naturally’ better comm-

Parents tend to communicate more

unocators. While boys are more 

verbally with their daughters, while

interested in movement.
Boys are allowed more physical freedom.

Mental Skills
Same-sex Friendships
Girls – Emotionally/verbally confident
Due to differences (learned and natural)

(interested in people/relationships)
children tend to play with other children

Boys – Physically confident
of the same sex.

(interested in objects / games.)


Hormones
Parental Treatment

Boys have more Testosterone, with
Surveys show that girls are held, cuddled 

Particular ‘surges’ at the age of 4 and
and rocked more than boys (However 

Then during puberty. This generally
boys need just as much affection as girls

Encourages boys to be more combative,
and so may seek attention through 

Competitive and aggressive.
Bad behaviour.

Experimental Evidence !
Experimental Evidence !
In an experiment with 1 year olds
Researchers dressed a girl in blue and a 

Researchers put up a gate between the
boy in pick. Adul;ts were asked to spend

Infant and its mother. 
10 minutes with each child.

Girls; tried to communicate their distress
Girl in Blue; was handled less and 

To their mothers.
Treated more rigourously.

Boys; tried to get through (or around)
Boy in Pink; was handled more and was 

The gate.
Talk to more.

CONCLUSION : Gender roles are best understood as a combination of‘natural 

behaviour’ and learned staereotypes. The ‘natural’ differences between boys and

girls are made greater by their trewatment by parents (primary socialisation)

and the expectations of society (secondary socialisation).

