Pressure Groups

Pressure groups try to persuade the government to change the law on a particular issue and to influence the public. They do not want to become a political party themselves.
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Promotional pressure groups (Promote a cause)

These put forward a particular viewpoint which they believe 

is morally right for the community  E.g. Friends of the Earth.
Defensive protectional pressure groups

These pressure groups attempt to defend the specific interests of their members. An example of this sort of group is trade unions.

The importance of pressure groups in a democracy

Pressure groups are essential in a democracy. Where as political parties deal with broad areas of policy, pressure groups represent particular causes. It is through this that political parties keep in touch with people and can respond to their wishes. A vote every five years is not an adequate enough way for people to politicians what specific policies they ought to follow in certain areas. In effect, pressure groups prevent the political parties from becoming too remote from the electors. This has been called pluralism (the term indicates more than one centre of power)

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]Methods used by pressure groups
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CRITICISMS (Very important for higher grade answers !!)
It ought to be remembered that not all groups of people have the same ability to influence decisions. Richer, better organised groups are more likely to influence the Government than poorer ones- even if these poorer groups are more representative of public opinion. People who cannot read or write would have difficulty corresponding with their M.P., as would those without telephones, people who have not got a lot of confidence to speak at meetings as well as people who have neither the time or ability to organise and support a pressure group campaign.
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     Leaflets   &    Petitions





           Lobbying MPs





    Public meetings & Demonstrations





         Radio & Television





    programmes / advertising
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