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Max Weber distinguished between ‘power’ and’ ‘authority’.
Power is when people are forced to do as they are told under threat of punishment.

Authority is when people are told to do something and willingly obey.

Weber identified three types of authority:

1. Charismatic-   A person is obeyed because of the sheer force of their personality, e.g. Adolf Hitler, Jesus Christ.

2. Traditional-     A person is obeyed because of tradition e.g. the Royal family.

3. Bureaucratic-  A person is obeyed because their job gives them the right to be in authority.

Modern Political Systems
Most political systems fall within two extremes of democracy and totalitarianism.
Democracy  This comes from the Greek words demos (people) and kratia (power/rule) and means that the people make their own rules.

In Britain we have a Representative Democracy.

[image: image3.wmf]Individuals (almost always representing political parties) are elected by those over 18 who are not insane, in prison or a member of the nobility. Each representative or Member of Parliament (MP), represents an area containing approximately 60,000 –65,000 people. Elections are held every 4-5 years and there are 651 MPs. We also elect representatives (councillors) to represent us in local government.

Apart from voting, people can influence decision making by joining pressure groups. These are made up of people with similar interests who try to persuade the government to change the law.

[image: image4.wmf] 

  Another important influence on power in a democracy is a free press, which means that the government has no influence over the media.                                                           

Totalitarianism   Political systems where power rests entirely in the hands of a small group.

Differences between Totalitarian and Democratic Societies
DEMOCRACY
TOTALITARIANISM

Wide variety of views expressed.
Only  one  viewpoint  ( that  of  the 

government) allowed.

Independent judiciary (judges) & legal system.
Judiciary and  law   controlled  by  the 

government.

Civil liberties (right to protest & not be arrested at will or on a whim by the police)
No civil liberties (power of the police

and government is absolute)

A free press, radio and television.
The press is government controlled.

Elections choose between political parties.             No true, free elections

No true, free elections.
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