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Lasletts study found large households as opposed to large families over the period 1564 to 1821.

Michael Anderson   ‘Approaches to the History of the Western Family’

· Using Census Data of Preston in 1851 Anderson found that more elderly relatives (grandparents) were living with their families.
· Wages in the cotton industry of Lancashire were very poor so many families had grandparents living with them, as they were useful for child minding and housework duties.

Anderson found an increase in extended families from the middle of the eighteenth century in industrial cities where the grandparents were needed to look after the house and children whilst the parents went out to work.
Wilmott and Young   ‘Family and Kinship in East London’

· [image: image5.wmf]First study looked at dominance of male family members in working class families at beginning of the twentieth century.
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Wilmott and Young found that from the 1950s working class marriages were more equal than they were fifty years before.
Wilmott and Young   ‘Family and Class in a London Suburb’

Second study looked at family relationships in a middle class London suburb (Woodford) and found that middle class family relationships were generally closer than working class ones. This was believed to be because middle class families moved around the country more because of the nature of their work (i.e. gain promotion), which isolated them from their wider kin and forced immediate members of the family closer together.
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Wilmott and Young    ‘The Symmetrical Family’.
· Willmott and Young now argue that the modern family is symmetrical, which means that the husband and wife share all tasks.

· They argue that there is now :-

a) Equality between husband and wife.

b) A sharing of all domestic tasks.

c) Leisure time is spent together as a family.

d) A greater pride in the home.

Despite Willmott and Young’s argument many couples in both middle and working class families DO NOT share household tasks and lead relatively separate lives.

Elizabeth Bott   ‘Family and Social Network’

· Looked at why couples share domestic tasks and do things together (joint role relationships).
· Also looked at why other couples act independently and do things separately (segregated role relationships).
Ann Oakley    ‘The Sociology of Housework’

· Many feminists criticised the idea of the symmetrical family because of their belief that women benefited far less from marriage than men.

· Argued that women are expected to :

a) do more housework than men

b) take more responsibility for the children

c) prepare and cook most of the family meals

Ann Oakley found that 70% of women were dissatisfied with their role and felt lonely and isolated, as young children tended to cut them off from other people.

Ethnicity and Family Diversity

The following studies look at the family patterns of ethnic minority groups, comparing ethnic minority families in Britain with families both in their country of origin and other British families.

Roger Ballard   South Asian families

Ballard examined South Asian families living in Britain and compared them with families living in South Asia itself in which family groups live and work together in large multigenerational households sharing both domestic and production tasks. Ballard found the following changes had taken place to South Asian families living in Britain;

· Women increasingly working outside the home

· Married couples expect greater independence from their kin

· Families split into smaller domestic units

· Less importance of extended family networ
Peter Laslett   ‘The World We Have Lost’





Until 1821 most people lived in large nuclear families.


Only 1 family in 20 had grandparents because people 


      generally married later and died at earlier ages.
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Home ownership gave middle class families the incentive to move away from their wider kin in order to buy bigger houses.
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Second study looked at working class relationships in 


      Bethnal Green, East London in the 1950s and found 


      that marriage was regarded as an exchange of services 


      and provisions between the husband and wife.
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