What I need to Know


1) Different types of school and education 

Primary; secondary; comprehensive; private; public; Grammar;    

home based

2) Changes to education / Educational reforms over the last 30 years (and criticisms of them)
    Conservatives = 1988 Education Act; National Curriculum; 

    GCSEs; League Tables; parental choice; GNVQs and Vocational   

    education; Labour = Education Action Zones; Class sizes

3) The Difference between formal and informal education Formal = National Curriculum

Informal = Hidden Curriculum; Peer group and media

4) Sociological Explanations for Differences in achievement by social class

Parental values; peer groups; school ethos; streaming; labelling and teachers expectations

5) Sociological Explanations for Differences in

    achievement by gender

    Changing attitudes towards women; career opportunities; 

    coursework; Equal Opportunities; Peer pressure; teacher 

    expectations

6) Sociological Explanations for Differences in  

    achievement by ethnic group

    (Home life; Language barriers; Parental expectations;  

    Teacher Expectations; racism in the classroom)

