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22-Oct-02 - NEW MEASURES FOR CRIME PREVENTION ANNOUNCED BY YOUTH JUSTICE BOARD CHAIRMAN
Lord Warner to announce new measures to target young children at risk of offending.

Youth Justice Board Chairman, Lord Warner, will today announce new measures to ensure young children at risk of offending receive targeted help to keep them out of the criminal justice system, as part of a wider strategy to prevent youth crime. 

Speaking at the Association of Chief Police Officers’ youth justice conference in Bristol he will announce the roll out of up to ten new pilot called Youth Inclusion and Support Panels in the areas with the highest levels of street crime over the next 6 months. 

The panels, made up of a range of experts including youth offending team, police, schools, health and social services, will identify 8-13 year olds displaying problematic behaviour and ‘at risk’ of offending – be it drugs misuse, mental health, family problems or anti-social behaviour. The young people and their families are given a voluntary referral to the panel who direct them into mainstream services and provide key workers to offer dedicated help to those who most need it. 

Lord Warner will acknowledge that there has been controversy over the proposals which he views as a helpful resource for parents and their children: 

“These young people by definition will be well known to the relevant agencies already in one form or another. The panels will be about intervening early so that as they grow up these young people are no longer labelled by their community or the agencies as problem children. It is my experience that many families would welcome support with their children if only it was available at an earlier stage and before problems escalate,” he said. 

The new panels are part of the Youth Justice Board’s vision to prevent youth crime and stop young people becoming offenders. Measures already in place include targeting support into high crime areas and schools, and ensuring parents take proper responsibility for their children. 

Other early crime prevention measures include: 

Youth Inclusion Programmes (YIPs) – 70 projects for young people on high crime estates at risk of offending received an extra £21 million for 3 years further funding from the home office this week. Lord Warner welcomed the extra investment but warned that to have a real impact on youth crime prevention across England and Wales we need around 300-400 such schemes in high crime areas covering after school, weekends and all school holidays. 

Splash schemes run over the holiday period to keep young people out of trouble and in constructive activities. 

Both YIPs and Splash have seen reductions in crime in the areas where they run of up to 40% and a reduction in arrest rates up to 70%. 

Almost 100 police officers have been working in schools from this term to prevent crime in and around school premises and provide an extra resource for teachers and pupils as part of the Safer Schools Partnership. These officers play an important part in reducing the fear of bullying and intimidation found in increasing numbers of secondary schools. 
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Notes to editors: 

1. The Youth Justice Board is the public body established to monitor the operation of the youth justice system. The Board is responsible for promoting the most effective ways of meeting the prmary aim of the system- preventing offending by children and young people. 

2. Lord Warner’s speech to the ACPO youth justice conference will be at 10.05am on Wednesday 23 October in Bristol. The full speech is available from the Youth Justice Board press office on 020 7271 3076/3014. 

3. The ‘Youth Inclusion and Support Panels’ are an initiative of the Youth Justice Board, ACPO and the Children and Young People’s Unit. 

