Tackling youth crime with the family, school and community

26 September 2002, West Midlands

I tried this … and it works!

FAMILY

“Safe environment for 7-11 year olds out of education run in family centre – feed, keep safe, positive environment.”

“Single parent support groups within the local communities. Raising awareness within families of what activities young people do.” 

“Offering mentoring to parents as well as young people referred to the project.”

“Parents being encouraged to participate, e.g. sports coaching etc.”

“Prison Encounter Group at Walton Prison in Liverpool. Taking young people into prison to meet prisoners on a one-to-one basis. The prisoner tells the young person about his or her life and how he or she ended up in prison, to steer the young person away from crime.”

“Drug liaison as a family to learn about drugs.”  

SCHOOL

“‘Buddies’, at Friesland School, Sandacre, Derbyshire. Buddies is a peer counselling scheme where victims can approach older students for help, advice or just to talk.”

“Crucial Crews – Local authority week or fortnight educating 10-11 year olds on all aspects of safety. Reaches all schools in the borough.” 

“Residential school for young offenders. Emphasis on family reintegration. Multi-disciplinary approach involving organisations from Police, teachers, youth workers, social workers, residential co-ordinators, juvenile justice, other schools and community organisations. Case plan including young people.”

“My box of Worries - Transition period from primary to secondary school. Write concerns on a piece of paper and place in box anonymously. Concerns discussed between Police Officer (Youth Affairs Officer, children and teachers.”

“School visits, sending Railtrack staff and British Transport Police into school to educate children on the dangers of the railway. Ending the presentation with a competition or a project to do. Presentation consists of talk, video, game, question and answer session, prize-giving, competition, e.g. colouring or project on railway safety.”

“Promote citizenship. Anti-social behaviour programme with police and schools. Schools report incidents to the police which occur within their premises to provide additional information about certain youngsters. Forms part of evidence gathering. Police then go into schools to deliver acceptable behaviour messages etc.”

“Youth offending team deliver a lesson in school during PHSE to Year 10. They give the facts about offending and punishment, hopefully allowing young people to make informed choices. Also introducing victim issues.”

“Basic skills tutoring provision for young people out of mainstream schools.” 

“Behaviour management lessons for disruptive pupils.”

“Opening the school premises (swimming pool, sports hall etc) during school holidays. This reduced vandalism from £90k to £2k.” 

“Acceptable behaviour campaign was introduced into school to identify and deal with bullying and truancy. To intervene at various stages to try and reduce exclusion.”

“Re-integration programmes to encourage young people back into mainstream schooling.” 

“Culture within primary school possibly having an early effect on behaviour of pupils, e.g. “I would always try to treat others as I would like to be treated.””

COMMUNITY

“Mentoring – matching a young person with a mentor in order to assist the young person to achieve goals, educational or otherwise.”

“Drug awareness workshop for parents delivered in local area – aimed to raise awareness of drugs/related issues in relation to children’s (and their own) substance misuse. Also trained local residents and parents as accredited drug trainers to build credibility.”

“Encourage team activities – many schools no longer run sports teams.” 

“Excluding parents from children and young people’s discussions.”

“Community resource centre drop-in centre for young people and parents during summer months. Variety of information. Funding obtained from Beds Police Partnership and others, Houghton Regis Town Council.”

“‘I Dare You’ – Educational drama for years 6 and 7 set in railway environment featuring group of teenagers. Play includes themes relating to bullying, underage drinking etc, and personal safety issues. Now in its 7th year, it has been seen by 200,000 plus children nationwide.” Contact Sue Nelson at Railtrack on 07876 246125 or email nelsons.railtrack@ems.rail.co.uk
“Provide a safe, well-lit place for young people to meet and respect their privacy.” 

“In our areas of serious deprivation, the local authority are planning to build well-lit skateboard parks (especially half-pipes) with seating areas and shelters to get youngsters off the streets and thereby reducing anti-social behaviour and vandalism.”

“Through the summer holidays we organise whole-day events in partnership with local authority. They target young people age 8-15 years old and parents with low income and only cost £1.50. We have a graffiti session, cookery, Indian hand painting, Asian music (bangra), football, sailing.”

“Organising a five-a-side football competition involving local youth during one day. Local dignitaries involved as well as semi-professional footballers and referees. Figures revealed no youth or motorcycle nuisance reports were made to police leading up to and beyond the event.” 

“Engaging with the travellers’ community. Involving them in initiatives taking place. Also, realising their reluctance to attend formal meetings, therefore going out on a one to one basis to their homes to forge links with them.” 

“We designed and ran personal responsibility training for young people with low-level behaviour problems to look at choices and the consequences of their actions. We made a plan for their behaviour management. There was a particular focus on developing levels of ‘emotional intelligence’ skills.”

“Environmental clean up of local ‘beauty spots’ involving young people. They were then trained as voluntary stewards by neighbourhood wardens. With the support of the warden, small groups became responsible for ensuring the area wasn’t vandalised etc.” 

“The meeting of the victim and offender in a controlled situation. Allows the suspect to see the impact of his or her actions face to face with a real person. They are forced to see the other perspective. This situation allows for a discussion about what made the offender take that action and the outcome of the action.” 

“You Can Do It! – Developing confidence, motivation, organisational skills and persistence with young people and adults.”

