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related information 

What is the British Crime Survey?
The British Crime Survey (BCS) is a very important source of information about levels of crime and public attitudes to crime and other Home Office issues. The results play an important role in informing Home Office policy.

· The BCS measures the amount of crime in England and Wales by asking people about crimes they have experienced in the last year. The BCS includes crimes which are not reported to the police, so it is an important alternative to police records. Victims do not report crime for various reasons. Without the BCS the government would have no information on these unreported crimes. 

· The BCS helps to identify those most at risk of different types of crime, and this helps in the planning of crime prevention programmes. 

· The BCS looks at people’s attitudes to crime, such as how much they fear crime and what measures they take to avoid it. 

· The BCS looks at people’s attitudes to the Criminal Justice System, including the police and the courts. 
The British Crime Survey 
· The British Crime Survey (BCS) moved to an annual cycle from 2001, with 40,000 interviews of people aged 16 or over now taking place per year. The BCS sample is the largest ever. Latest results (based on a subsample of 33,000 interviews in 2001/02) are contained in Crime in England and Wales 2001/2002. More information is available on the Patterns of Crime webpage

· The 2002 BCS is the tenth sweep of the survey carried out since 1982. Previous sweeps were in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2000 and 2001. The first survey was carried out in England, Wales and Scotland, as was the third survey (Scotland now has its own survey as has Northern Ireland). The BCS asks adults in private households about their experience of victimisation in the previous year. As well as the main crime counting element, a number of other crime-related issues are covered. 
To request a copy of RDS publications please email publications.rds@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a question to ask about the BCS please email it to: bcsinfo.rds@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk
There is also a webpage, containing the information for members of the public who have been selected to take part in the BCS. For further information click here.

Related Information

Statistical bulletins
HOSB 8/02 - Crime, Policing and Justice: the experience of older people Findings from the British Crime Survey, England and Wales
HOSB 7/02 Crime in England and Wales 2001/200. Also available: data spreadsheets (Excel format).
HOSB 1/02 Rural Crime, England and Wales
HOSB 18/01 The 2001 British Crime Survey, First Results, England and Wales
HOSB 13/01 Fires in the home: findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey

HYPERLINK "pdfs/hosb1801.pdf"

HOSB 18/00 The 2000 British Crime Survey England and Wales
HOSB 4/99 Burglary of Domestic Dwellings, Findings from the British Crime Survey
HOSB 21/98 The 1998 British Crime Survey
HOSB 9/97 Fires in the Home in 1995: Results from the British Crime Survey

HYPERLINK "pdfs/hosb2198.pdf"
 

HYPERLINK "pdfs/hosb499.pdf"
pdfs/hosb499.pdf

HYPERLINK "pdfs/hosb1800.pdf"
pdfs/hosb1800.pdf

HYPERLINK "pdfs/hosb1801.pdf"
pdfs/hosb1801.pdf

HYPERLINK "pdfs2/hosb102.pdf"
pdfs2/hosb102.pdf
HOSB 19/96 The 1996 British Crime Survey 



Home Office Research Studies
HORS 237 - Rape and sexual assault of women: the extent and nature of the problem. Findings from the British Crime Survey 
HORS 224 - Drug misuse declared in 2000: results from the British Crime Survey
HORS 223 - Crime, Policing and Justice: the Experience of Ethnic Minorities Findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey
HORS 210 - The extent and nature of stalking: findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey
HORS 200 Attitudes to Crime and Criminal Justice: Findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey
HORS 197 Drug Misuse Declared in 1998: results from the British Crime Survey
HORS 191 Domestic Violence: Findings from a new British Crime Survey self-completion questionnaire
HORS 179 Attitudes to punishment: findings from the 1996 British Crime Survey
HORS 178 Handling stolen goods and theft: A market reduction approach 
HORS 172 Drug Misuse Declared in 1996: latest results from the British Crime Survey 



Home Office Research Findings
Research Findings 150. Neighbourhood Watch: findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey
Research Findings 149. Drug misuse declared in 2000: key results from the British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 146 Ethnic minorities' experience of crime and policing: findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 145. Antisocial behaviour and disorder: findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey 
Research Finding 142. Voluntary and community activities: findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 137. Confidence in the Criminal Justice System: Findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey
Research Findings 136. Policing and the Public: Findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey
Research Findings 129. Stalking: Findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 124. Victim and Witness Intimidation: Key Findings from the British Crime Survey
Research Findings 117. Victim Support: Findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 113. Policing and the Public: Findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey
Research Findings 111. Attitudes to Crime and Criminal Justice: Findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 93. Drug Misuse Declared in 1998: Key results from the British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 86. Domestic Violence: Findings from the BCS Self-completion Questionnaire.
Research Findings 83. Concern About Crime: Findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey. 
Research Findings 77. Rural Areas and Crime: Findings from the British Crime Survey.
Research Findings 69. Handling stolen goods and theft: a market reduction approach. 
Research Findings 64. Attitudes to punishment: findings from the 1996 British Crime Survey. 
Research Findings 60. Policing and the public: findings from the 1996 British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 59. Ethnicity and contacts with the police: latest findings from the British Crime Survey 
Research Findings 57. The 1996 international crime victimisation survey. 
Research Findings 56. Drug misuse declared in 1996: key results from the British Crime Survey. 
Research Findings 39. Ethnic minorities, victimisation and racial harassment. 
Research Findings 33. Drug misuse declared: results of the 1994 British Crime Survey.
Research Findings 28. Policing and the public: findings from the 1994 British Crime Survey.
Research Findings 27. Crime against manufacturing premises in 1993.
Research Findings 26. Crime against retail premises in 1993. 



Occasional Papers 

Occasional Paper Violence at Work: New Findings from the 2000 British Crime Survey (internet only)

Occasional Paper Violence at Work: Findings from the British Crime Survey 

Occasional Paper Public Perceptions and Victims' Experiences of Victim Support: Findings from the 1998 British Crime Survey 

Occasional paper Victim and Witness Intimidation: Findings from the British Crime Survey 


Police Research Group Briefing Notes 

8/01 Conducting community surveys: results of a feasiblilty study 
7/01 Stranger and acquaintance violence: practice messages from the British Crime Survey 

6/01 Vehicle related thefts: practice messages from the British Crime Survey 

5/01 Burglary: practice messages from the British Crime Survey 

12/00 Traffic Calming: The Reality of 'Road Rage' 
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related information
Recorded Crime Statistics 

This statistical series covers all ‘notifiable’ offences recorded by the police. This does not mean all criminal offences, as almost all the more minor summary offences are excluded (even though the police may record them for their own investigations). The significance of the term ‘notifiable’ is that all these offences are notified to the Home Office, and they are collectively known as ‘recorded crime’.

The crime recording process is governed by three key stages: 

Reporting a crime: someone reports to the police that a crime has been committed or the police observe or discover a crime. In these cases the police should register a crime-related incident, and then decide whether to record it as a crime. From April 2002, the police comply with the National Crime Recording Standard in making this decision, although generally the police would record these reports of crime if they amount to a ‘notifiable’ offence and there is no credible evidence to the contrary. 

Recording a crime: the police decide to record the report of a crime and now need to determine how many crimes to record and what their offence types are. The Home Office issues rules to police forces on the counting and classification of crime. These Counting Rules for Recorded Crime are mostly straightforward, as most crimes are counted as ‘one crime per victim’ and the offence committed is obvious (e.g. a domestic burglary). However, it also covers special situations where more than one offence has taken place, maybe on several occasions over a period of time, or there is more than one offender or victim. 

Detecting a crime: once a crime is recorded and investigated, and evidence is collected to link the crime to a suspect, it can be detected according to criteria contained in Detections Guidance within the Home Office counting rules. In many cases, someone is charged or cautioned or the court has taken the offence into consideration (TIC). The detections guidance covers these detection methods as well as certain others where the police take no further action. The guidance covering these latter methods are stringent, relying on a sufficient amount of evidence that if given in court would be likely to result in a conviction, and in most cases approval by a senior officer.

The Home Office’s crime statistics publications contain further details on the reporting recording and detecting processes as part of their commentary and analysis of current trends. 


Related Information

Figures relating to 2001/2002 are available in the following publication Crime in England and Wales 2001/2002 
Click here for a summary of recorded crime data from 1900 to 2000/01 (excel format)
Counting Rules for Recorded Crime
Statistical Bulletins 
HOSB 7/02 12.7.02 Crime in England and Wales 2001/2002 Also available: data spreadsheets (Excel format).
HOSB 12/01 19.7.01 Recorded Crime, England and Wales, 12 months to March 2001 Also available: data spreadsheets (Excel format) in three parts: part one, part two, part three, plus Background Notes (Word format) and The effects of the introduction of the ACPO National Crime Recording Standard (Initial comment on means of measurement) (Word format).
HOSB 1/01 16.1.01 Recorded Crime England & Wales, 12 months to September 2000 Also available: data spreadsheets (Excel format) in two parts: part one, part two.
HOSB 12/00 18.07.00 Recorded Crime Statistics, England and Wales, April 1999 to March 2000. Also available: data spreadsheets (Excel format) in three parts: part one, part two, part three, plus regional tables.
HOSB 1/00 18.01.00 Recorded Crime Statistics, England and Wales, October 1998 to September 1999.
HOSB 18/99 12.10.99 Recorded Crime Statistics, England and Wales, April 1998 to March 1999.
HOSB 22/98 13.10.98 Notifiable Offences, England and Wales, April 1997 to March 1998
HOSB 7/98 07.04.98 Notifiable Offences, England & Wales 1997
HOSB 23/97 14.10.97 Notifiable Offences, England & Wales, July 1996 to June 1997
HOSB 3/97 17.03.97 Notifiable Offences, England & Wales, 1996 
Command Papers
Criminal Statistics, England and Wales 2001 (please note, this is a link to the Stationery Office website. We accept no responsibility for the contents of this site) 

Criminal Statistics, England and Wales 2000 (please note, this is a link to the Stationery Office website. We accept no responsibility for the contents of this site) 

Criminal Statistics, England and Wales 2000 - Supplementary Tables 
Volume 1 - Proceedings in magistrates' courts (pdf 960kb)
Volume 2 - Proceedings in the Crown Court (pdf 832kb)
Volume 3 - Recorded crime, recorded crime involving firearms and court proceedings by police force area, cautions (pdf 1mb)
Volume 4 - Proceedings in magistrates' courts - data for individual Petty Sessional Areas (pdf 1.1mb)
Criminal statistics, England and Wales 1999 (please note, this is a link to the Stationery Office website. We accept no responsibility for the contents of this site) 

Local Sentencing Patterns in Magistrates' Courts, 2000 (pdf 1.4mb)
© Crown Copyright 2002 
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