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Time Frame:
1998-99

Geographic Coverage:
England & Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland

Universe:
Notifiable offences

Measure:
Clear-up rates

Units:
Percentages

PRIVATE
Dimensions: 

Crime by 
Country 

Dataset1




England & Wales
Scotland2
Northern Ireland

Drug offences
97
100
90

Violence against the person
71
80
57

Sexual offences
68
77
76

of which: rape
64
77
76

Fraud and forgery
36
76
44

Robbery
23
33
19

Theft and handling stolen goods
22
31
23

of which: theft of vehicles
18
28
13

of which: theft from vehicle
10
15
6

Burglary
19
21
17

Criminal damage3
17
23
14

Other notifiable offences4
78
95
71

All notifiable offences
29
41
29

Description: In England, Wales and Northern Ireland, following an arrest the police may release the suspect without further action; issue a caution, either formally or informally; or make a charge. Offences are said to be cleared-up by primary means (for example, those where someone is cautioned, charged or summoned to appear in court) or by secondary means (for example, when a prisoner admits to further offences). The new counting rules introduced on 1 April 1998 had an effect on the clear-up rates, although its precise extent cannot be quantified. A number of the newly notifiable offences, such as drug possession, common assault and dangerous driving have relatively high clear-up rates, which have increased the overall clear-up rate. However, all offences of criminal damage are now included in the clear-up rate, whereas previously only those where the damage was valued at over £20 were included - this will have reduced the overall clear-up rate.

Clear-up rates vary according to the type of offence. Of the main categories of offences, drug offences were the most likely to be cleared up in 1998-99 and theft from vehicles the least. In England and Wales, combined primary and secondary clear-up rates were 38 per cent in 1981 and 29 per cent in 1998-99, under the new counting rules. Twenty-six per cent were cleared up by primary means and 3 per cent by secondary means. Secondary means of clear-up are not used in either Scotland or Northern Ireland, and both had primary clear-up rates of 41 per cent and 29 per cent respectively in 1998-99.

Notifiable offences recorded by the police provide a measure of the amount of crime committed. The statistics are based on counting rules, which are standard for all the police forces in England and Wales. From 1 April 1998, these counting rules were revised to include all indictable and triable-either-way offences together with a few closely linked summary offences, and have changed the emphasis of measurement to one crime per victim. Between them, these factors have particularly impacted on the offence categories of violence against the person, fraud and forgery, drugs offences, and other offences. Before 1 April 1998, notifiable offences broadly covered the most serious offences, but did not include all indictable and triable-either-way offences. Indictable only offences are those for which an adult must be tried at the Crown Court, for example robbery, arson and rape. Triable either way offences are offences triable either on indictment or summarily. They may be tried in a magistrates' court unless either the defendant or the magistrate requests a Crown Court hearing. Most thefts, drug offences and less serious violence against the person offences fall into this category. Summary offences are those offences which are normally tried at a magistrates' court. Standard list offences are offences for which the name of the offender and details of each sentence have been collected by the Home Office since 1963. These are linked by name/criminal record number to enable research into criminal histories. The offences include all indictable offences, triable either way offences and some summary offences. The full list is given in Appendices 4 and 5 of Criminal Statistics, England and Wales 1997.

