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	Web site
	Best for ?



	www.direct.gov.uk/uni

	Best for general information especially on finance – this site is clearly organised to help you get the advice and information that you need with lots of useful links. Click on ‘future students’ on the top left for useful info. Parents will also find this site useful. 


	www.ucas.com
	Best starter tool (click on students top left and have a go at the Stanford Test) Also best for information regarding your application. www.ucas.com/apply is where you will fill in and send off your application form online. Staff can check your progress on your application and offer guidance. Once it is completed you submit it to staff for checking and we attach a reference before sending it on to UCAS who then send it on to all of your chosen institutions. On the right hand side click on ‘Unistats’ to identify the courses and universities with the highest student satisfaction and graduate employment rates.

www.ucas.com/parents is also a useful source of information for parents. 

	www.purepotential.org
	Best interactive site and best for advice on writing your Personal Statement. Register with them as soon as possible to access a whole range of materials and support. 


	https://nextstep.direct.gov.uk

	Best for finding out about careers.

Browse job profiles to look at a range of possible careers. See how much you can earn and work out what qualifications you need to pursue that career.

Click on planning your career for all sorts of valuable advice – including a section on identifying the skills you already have.



	www.fasttomato.com

	Best for a quick interactive self-test that enables you to identify potential career options based on a few simple questions. Highly recommended. Start here if you have no idea what you want to do.


	www.apprenticeships.org.uk
(Apprenticeships provide a great alternative to Higher education. This site provides loads of information as well as allowing students to search for vacancies.)

	“Apprenticeships are an excellent way of gaining qualifications and workplace experience. As an employee, you can earn as you learn and you gain practical skills from the workplace.”
“The new National Minimum Wage (NMW) came into force on 1 October 2010 where all apprentices will be paid a minimum of £2.50 per hour*. However, as skills develop, many employers tend to increase wages – in fact, research has found that apprentices earn an average of £170 net pay per week”




